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FORMER CHAIR – 
INTERIM EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
In taking up my final year’s term of chair in 
September 2019, I had envisaged it would be a 
period of relative calm. The plan was to deliver 
on our stated objectives, including a review of 
the articles of association and code of conduct, 
launch a revamped website, conduct a member 
survey and use the results as a starting point 
for a detailed strategic review involving all 
stakeholders, including our supporters.

Thankfully, we did conclude most of these projects, but it would 
be a gross overstatement to say that the last year has been calm.

At the September AGM, we reported on the IMW’s performance, 
activities, and plans. It was also an opportunity to thank those 
members of Council who had finished two terms of office. It isn’t 
easy to adequately describe the contributions both Phil Tuck MW 
and Konstantinos Lazarakis MW made to the running of the IMW, 
but the IMW is all the stronger for their input. We also received a 
motion by Tim Wildman MW with regards to the use of the MW 
trademark and the need to leverage our reputation to the full. 
While the move was defeated, I think there are a few critical 
issues for us to recognise. As a membership organisation, we 
must listen to our members at all times, we should be exploring 
ways in which we can optimise our status for the benefit of all, 
and trademark protection remains of the utmost importance. 

Having finalised the new articles of association, we then moved 
serenely to the annual awards ceremony in November. Another 
grand affair held at Vintners’ Hall in which we welcomed 14 new 
MWs to our ranks. The 2019 vintage were from ten different 
countries, with an equal gender split, proof, if ever it was needed, 
of the progress we have made towards internationalisation and 
greater equality.  

While we warmly welcomed Rufus Olins into the executive director 
position in May 2019, it soon became apparent that there were 
significant differences in opinion about how the IMW should run 
and its future strategic direction, resulting in his resignation in 
December. Olly Chapman was also looking to develop his career 
further. Despite our best attempts to convince him to stay, he took 
up a role within the Royal Society of Medicine, leaving a rather 
large management void within the education and exam team.  

Adrian Garforth MW

And at the same time, there was a mysterious illness developing 
in China, the global impact of which we could not yet imagine. 
The end of 2019 was an interesting one, and in many ways was 
an indication of what 2020 had in store.

With Rufus’s departure, I was fortunate to be in a position to 
assimilate the executive director role on a part-time basis. 
I immediately engaged with our global education seminar 
roadshow, visiting all venues to reassure MWs, students and 
supporters that it was business as usual. We also completed 
the recruitment of a new head of study programme and 
development, and I was delighted to welcome Sarah Harrison 
to the team in late February.

As the North America seminar programme began, we became 
increasingly aware that the coronavirus outbreak in Wuhan, 
China was far from an isolated incident, and there were genuine 
concerns over transmission of the disease and its deadly impact. 
The team soon became devotees to the WHO coronavirus website, 
which gave daily updates on infection rates and deaths across the 
globe. With the health of MWs and students at the forefront of our 
mind and with the support of Council, we took the unprecedented 
step of notifying anybody who had recently visited or was living in 
the WHO designated ‘hot’ countries that they could not attend the 
final Bordeaux seminar. 

Although there were cries of overreacting, I am sure that this was 
the correct course of action. While we successfully concluded 
the seminar season, the contagion continued to spread reaching 
pandemic status by March. By that time, we had reconfigured 
course days and ultimately had to cancel the 2020 closed-book 
exam and stage one assessment. Without a doubt, this was a 
significant moment in the history of the IMW.

Council has been outstanding in their support of the executive 
team as we continue to navigate through this incredibly difficult 
situation. 

We are mindful of the impact of this decision on all students, 
but particularly those in stage two for whom the exam is the 
culmination of many years of intense learning and training to 
reach the peak of education. 

Despite the considerable pressure to act quickly, hopefully, 
our communications, no matter how unpalatable they may have 
appeared, were clear and concise and have defined a way forward 
for all who have been impacted by the decisions taken. We have 
endeavoured to be fair and reasonable at all stages, and where 
possible, have given those students who have proven themselves 
capable the opportunity to progress through the programme 
despite the obvious constraints. As a listening and caring 
organisation, we answered all queries as a consequence 
of the decisions, both directly and through a series of global 
Zoom sessions for members and students.
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As the burden of managing the business through this crisis grew, 
it soon became apparent that we needed an executive director on 
a full-time basis. I am therefore grateful for two changes made 
in March that enabled us to move the IMW forward relatively 
seamlessly. Neil Hadley MW was thankfully able to juggle his busy 
commercial schedule to assume the role of acting chair, while I 
stepped down from the position. At the same time, 
my employer, Yealands Wine Group, agreed to reduce the 
degree of support they required for me to commit fully to 
the role of IMW interim executive director.

We are nowhere near the end of the Covid-19 crisis, and we 
continue to develop contingency plans for the study programme 
working closely with EEB. Despite daily changes in restrictions 
issued by government and regional bodies, we want to offer all 
students a top-class experience for the next academic year and 
ensure that the exam can go ahead in 2021. 

It would be fair to say that Sarah Harrison’s IMW induction was a 
‘baptism of fire’. I can only reiterate what many others have stated 
as to what an outstanding job she is doing along with her team.

The financial impact of the pandemic will be significant for the 
IMW, but thankfully through a combination of previous proper 
management, a little government support and careful cost control 
we are very comfortable in our ability to manage the situation. 
However, I am under no illusions as to the real economic impact 
that Covid-19 will have for the entire membership. While we have 
provided some support, I wish everyone well and hope that you are 
keeping busy during this difficult time. The wine world will reinvent 
itself as restrictions ease, and I firmly believe that the IMW will 
have an important role to play in helping define and support the 
industry in the coming years.

With education and finances in mind, I also need to inform you that 
two people who have made quite extraordinary contributions to our 
IMW will be stepping down from their roles in the next 12 months. 
Jean-Michel Valette MW has now completed a second term as EEB 
chair. He has made the most significant commitment to the IMW 
and worked tirelessly across all areas of the organisation during 
his considerable time in office. Laura Evans MW has also been 
indelibly connected with the IMW for the last 13 years in her role as 
honorary treasurer. I do not believe I am overstating when I say the 
reason we have been able to drive the IMW forward during these 
incredibly difficult times is a direct consequence of the incredible 
devotion and sheer hard graft of these two individuals. They have 
made the IMW a far more professional and stable organisation, 
and we owe them a huge debt of gratitude. Whilst a simple thank 
can never be enough, I will say it all the same; thank you to 
Jean-Michel and Laura.

But there is more to the running of the IMW than education, and 
the rest of the executive team are also doing a remarkable job 
despite the trying circumstances. We have completed our annual 
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audit remotely, despite not having a cloud-based accounting 
system (something we will be addressing this year) and I would 
like to thank Daleen Halford and her team for their commitment 
during this time.

Except for the strategic review, which we have postponed due 
to our inability to meet in person, we have completed those 
objectives laid out at the last AGM. 

The member survey was completed and the results circulated to 
all MWs; now the hard work starts in taking action. The website 
has also been re-launched and within this is a new directory 
whereby the trade can access our membership and make full 
use of the invaluable skill sets we provide. We are also making 
significant progress with our plans for the 2022 Adelaide 
symposium, and I am delighted to report that despite the 
challenges of bushfires and Covid-19, the South Australian 
Government has made a significant financial commitment to 
supporting this marquee event. The events team have also 
been very active; with in-person events and tastings no longer 
an option, a new webinar series was launched in May and has 
continued to flourish. Set up quickly and initially as a reaction to 
the times we are living in, the series has proved so popular it will 
continue to run as part of the regular IMW events offering.

Clearly, we have needed to communicate all of this to you 
promptly with concise and accurate updates. Hence my final 
thanks go to Sarah Kirkpatrick and her marketing and events 
team, whose capacity for hard work knows no bounds.   

So as I write this report, it appears that this has been anything but 
a quiet year. Only it hasn’t finished there. I am delighted that we 
are now engaged in a review of diversity and inclusion within the 
IMW and the wine industry in general. As reported earlier, 
we have made great strides toward internationalisation and 
gender balance. Still, the issues that have been raised by the 
Black Lives Matter movement have struck a chord across 
the industry. We issued a BLM statement and convened a 
committee which has begun a programme of engagement with 
our stakeholders both internally and externally, to help define 
what role the IMW can play in addressing this important issue. 
A statement alone is not enough, and the next few months are 
essential as they will precisely define what our next steps will be.

In closing, if the last two years are anything to go by, I am sure 
that my successor as chair, Neil Hadley MW will have a thoroughly 
enjoyable and engaging time in the role.

The IMW is an incredibly vibrant organisation with a wonderful 
community of strong-willed individuals who continue to engage 
at all times. When I took up the position of chair, I genuinely 
believed that the IMW was on the cusp of something impactful 
within this industry we all love. Although I didn’t articulate why, 
the developments of the last six months have convinced me 

more than ever that this is the case, and that the next five years 
will see our position as an organisation of excellence, with a truly 
influential membership, go from strength to strength.

It has been an honour and a privilege to serve you as chair, 
and I thank everyone for the support they have given me during 
the last two years.

Adrian	Garforth	MW	(UK)
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ACTING CHAIR’S REPORT
Having started my MW career as the youngest 
IMW member at that time, I did not imagine 
it likely I would one day become chair of 
our organisation. But as I became a Council 
member then later vice-chair, the chair role 
has been looming large on my horizon for the 
past two years. However, rather than a gradual 
process, the opportunity to serve as chair 
pounced in late March, during what turned 
out to be a curtailed business and Council 
trip to the UK.

Adrian and I closed the IMW office in London in the face of the 
unfolding Covid-19 crisis and said farewell and good luck to 
the executive team for a prolonged lockdown and a crash course 
in working from home for us all. 

As I immediately returned to Australia, it became apparent 
even as I travelled that a profound shift had occurred and, 
as with almost all businesses everywhere, the IMW needed 
to take decisive action to ensure stability and our long-term 
organisational health. 

I, therefore, consulted Council and secured an agreement to 
contract Adrian full time as our interim executive director and 
that in turn required me to step up immediately from vice-chair 
to acting chair to maintain a structural balance between the 
executive and Council. 

I could not have hoped for a smoother transition, and I wish to 
thank Adrian and all his team, as well as every Council member 
and those MWs who contacted me personally for their support, 
advice, tolerance and good humour in helping me make the shift. 

As we advance, my priority remains to ensure the stable running 
of the IMW and its functions. I am uncertain as to when we 
can expect to see ‘normal’. Still, I have great confidence in 
the fundamentals of the IMW, its governance and the sincere 
commitment of our Council and executive team to work through 
these times and bring us out the other side. 

I look forward to the coming two years as the official chair and, 
whatever else, feel sure I will have some stories to tell, many 
years from now, when I hope to have survived long enough to 
finish my time amongst IMW’s oldest serving members.

Neil	Hadley	MW	(Australia)

Neil Hadley MW
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THE NEW MASTERS OF WINE
In the 2019–2020 academic year, the IMW welcomed 
15 new MWs to the membership. 

AUGUST	2019

Julien	Boulard	MW	(China)

Born in Alsace, Julien arrived in China in 2003 after studying Mandarin at university. 
On completing a master’s degree in international affairs, he worked for five years 
for a wine importer in Nanning, before setting up his own company Zhulian Wines, 
specialising in education. Unsatisfied with solely mastering an exotic language, he 
started to study wine and became an accredited educator of the Bordeaux Wine 
School in China in 2008. He then passed the WSET Diploma in 2012 and embarked 
on the MW journey in 2013. His fluency in Mandarin, both spoken and written, 
his reputation on Chinese social media (Weibo and WeChat), his wine knowledge, 
as well as his experience as a wine educator, enabled him to become a key 
professional on the Chinese wine scene. He is a judge for various wine competitions 
in China and Hong Kong and writes when he manages to find time between 
teaching, tasting and daughter-caring.

Research	paper: Exploring the potential of Marselan production in China.

Thomas	Curtius	MW	(Germany)

Thomas is primarily a specialist in PR, digital communications and business 
development. He studied communications and economics at the University of Mainz 
and started his business career as a TV journalist for n-tv, the first news television 
channel in Germany. Later he moved into the automotive industry and joined the PR 
department of a premium car manufacturer in Stuttgart, Germany. After various 
positions in the passenger car division, he took over responsibility for events, trade 
shows and digital communication within global truck, bus and van communications. 
He heads a dedicated team which develops and manages communications projects, 
trade shows and product presentations around the globe. Thomas has also been 
intensively involved in the wine business for more than two decades. He sees great 
advantage in bringing his expertise in strategy, change management and digital 
communication together with his knowledge in wine. He completed his WSET 
Diploma in 2010 and is now also a member of the WSET International Alumni 
Advisory Board. He works as a keynote speaker, consultant, teacher and lecturer, 
judges in wine competitions, runs seminars and masterclasses for professionals 
and enthusiasts, and writes articles spreading his passion for wine. When not 
travelling or developing new ideas and concepts in business, Thomas loves to run 
in the vineyards around his town or work in his garden. 

Research	paper: Current opportunities and threats for ProWein, Vinexpo, Vinitaly 
and LWF – An investigation into ProWein exhibitors’ attitudes towards European 
wine trade shows.

Dominic	Farnsworth	MW	(UK)

Dominic is a partner at the London law firm Lewis Silkin where he specialises 
in intellectual property. He is both a solicitor and a trademark attorney and his 
practice focuses on brand protection, advertising and sport. He acts for a number 
of businesses in the drinks sector. His interest in wine was sparked by walking 
past Lay & Wheelers’ shop on the route to school. It was more reminiscent of an 
antiquarian bookshop than a retail store and the rows of unintelligible labels only 
added to the mystery. Love of the taste of wine followed and was reinforced by 
finding that wine had a tendency to be produced in some of the most beautiful 
parts of the world by interesting people. He lives in South West London, is married 
with two children, and his other interests include music, travelling and mountains.

Research	paper: The threats posed by government regulation to the sale of wine 
in the United Kingdom. 

Lydia	Harrison	MW	(UK)

Lydia was born and lives in London, where she enjoys the diversity of wines 
available. She started officially in the wine industry after university by joining 
Majestic Wine where she worked for six years, culminating in the position of senior 
manager of the Battersea branch. During this time she completed the WSET 
Diploma with distinction and was awarded several prizes for her exam results: 
trips to Jerez and the Douro which cemented her love for fortified wines, and the 
Vintners’ Scholarship for the highest Diploma mark in the UK trade, which she 
used to tour New Zealand and its wine regions. She joined WSET School London 
in 2013 and teaches all levels of WSET wine qualifications, specialising in 
Bordeaux, fortified wines and tasting technique at Diploma level. She also 
organises an eclectic programme of evening tasting events and is a certified 
Bordeaux educator for the Conseil Interprofessionnel du Vin de Bordeaux (CIVB).

Research	paper: Online wine education – comparing motivations, satisfactions 
and outcomes of online vs. classroom students. 

Heidi	Mäkinen	MW	(Finland)

Heidi is currently working in Helsinki as a wine ambassador for a wine importing 
company Viinitie where her main tasks are on-trade wine education and portfolio 
management. After gaining her bachelor of arts with theatre and drama research 
as her major, she followed her bigger passion to work in hospitality and with wine. 
Before her current job she worked for 12 years on the restaurant floor, both in 
Finland and the UK. She became the Best Sommelier of Finland and the second 
in Chaîne des Rôtisseur’s Jeunes Sommeliers of the World in 2015, and the eighth 
Best Sommelier of the World in 2016. She was selected as one of the Future 50 
by WSET and IWSC in 2019 and is currently the president of the Finnish Sommelier 
Association. Heidi teaches WSET at all levels, judges in various international wine 
competitions and gives presentations around the world.

Research	Paper: A critical assessment of Finnish on-trade wine education – 
satisfaction levels and opportunities for development and improvement.
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Christine	Marsiglio	MW	(UK)

Christine is a Canadian residing in London. She was awarded the Bollinger 
Medal for her outstanding tasting ability in the IMW practical exams. She was 
also awarded the Taransaud Tonnellerie Award for her excellent knowledge in 
the production and handling of wine theory paper. Christine is a wine educator 
and programme manager at WSET School London, and mum to a three-year old, 
a two-year old, and a newborn. She recently contributed to the development of 
materials for the newly released WSET Diploma and teaches all WSET levels. 
Before discovering her love of wine education, Christine was tastings executive at 
Decanter where she ran panel tastings and helped organise the Decanter World 
Wine Awards. During the course of her MW and WSET Diploma studies, Christine 
was awarded scholarships from the Family of Twelve, Freixenet, and the Derouet 
Jameson Memorial Foundation. She holds an MSc in oenology and viticulture from 
École Supérieure d’Agriculture d’Angers, France, where her thesis focussed on the 
early detection of Brettanomyces in wineries. She also holds a BSc in chemistry 
and biology from the University of Alberta in Canada. Christine is a keen long 
distance runner, cook, and traveller.

Research	paper: The sensory effects of different lactic acid bacteria on wine.

Edward	Ragg	MW	(China)

Edward co-founded Dragon Phoenix Wine Consulting in Beijing with his wife 
and partner Fongyee Walker MW in 2007. Having read English at Oxford University, 
Edward began blind-tasting at Cambridge whilst writing an M.Phil. and later 
Ph.D. dissertation on American poet and Burgundy tippler Wallace Stevens 
(1879–1955). A former captain and coach of the Cambridge blind-basting team, 
Edward co-wrote (with Fongyee) and revises regularly The Cambridge University 
Guide to Blind-Tasting (2004-present). He has also been published widely in 
international wine magazines, literary journals and has authored three collections 
of poetry. In 2010 Edward published Wallace Stevens and the Aesthetics of 
Abstraction, which partly analysed Stevens’ relationship with wine. Formerly a 
Professor at Tsinghua University (2007-2017), Edward completed his WSET Diploma 
in 2012 and began his MW studies in 2015. He became a Master of Wine in 2019 
and was awarded the Robert Mondavi Award for the best performance across the 
MW theory papers and the Quinta do Noval Award for the best MW research paper. 
Together with Fongyee, he is the other authorised tutor of the WSET Diploma in 
mainland China. Edward also has judging experience, having served as guest 
international judge for the McLaren Vale Wine Show (2012) and Perth Royal Wine 
Show (2019), as well as judging in Chinese competitions. In 2019 he became the 
reviewer of Chinese wines for the Wine Advocate. Edward is keen to expand his 
international judging experience and also to make wine in future.

Research	paper: Portfolio management strategies of major Chinese wine 
importers: an analysis of the evolving mainland Chinese import market 2008–2018.

Gus	Jian	Zhu	MW	(China)

Gus is the first Chinese national Master of Wine. He has become a seasoned 
wine educator under the tutelage of Fongyee Walker MW and Edward Ragg 
MW, the co-founders of Dragon Phoenix Wine Consulting. He has combined his 
wine education resulting in a MSc in viticulture and oenology from UC Davis 
with practical winemaking experience at Napa Valley’s Cakebread Cellars, and 
hospitality and sales experience at the Hall Winery in Napa. Gus’ commitment to 
the academic field of wine is evidenced by his MW research paper about the sensory 
science of wine; and by co-authoring a review paper, A Quarter Century of Wine 
Pigment Discovery, published in the Journal of Food and Agriculture. Gus rejoined 
Dragon Phoenix Wine Consulting as a wine educator in mainland China after five 
years of studying and working in the US. He continues providing global education 
and consulting services at Gus Zhu Wine Consulting. He works as an international 
consultant on wine education and is committed to sharing his expertise with global 
WSET Diploma candidates in the online classroom.

Research	paper: The impact of acidity adjustments on the sensory perception 
of a Californian Chardonnay.

FEBRUARY	2020

Vanessa	Conlin	MW	(US)

Vanessa resides in Napa Valley and is the head of wine for Wine Access, a national 
direct to consumer e-commerce wine retailer in the US. Vanessa was previously 
the director of sales and marketing for several of Napa’s wineries, including Arietta 
Wines and Dana Estates. Before moving to Napa Valley, she was the wine director 
for two wine shops and a wine bar in New York City. While studying for the WSET 
Diploma she received the Niki Singer Memorial Scholarship from the International 
Wine Center. Vanessa worked as a professional opera singer, performing 
internationally and on Broadway, before falling in love with wine. She holds a 
master’s degree in music.

Research	paper: Land and winery ownership in Napa Valley from 1998-2018: 
historical, legal, and economic factors affecting vineyards and wineries and the 
resulting current opportunities and limitations for ownership.

Elizabeth	Kelly	MW	(UK)

After completing a degree in mathematical physics, Elizabeth decided to follow a 
different path and joined the wine industry 16 years ago. She worked at Oddbins and 
the WSET before joining the wine team at Marks and Spencer in 2013. Elizabeth is 
involved in buying English wines and product development. 

Research	paper: A sustainability scheme for the UK wine production industry.
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Pasi	Ketolainen	MW	(Finland)	

Pasi holds a BSc in hospitality management and an MBA, for which he received an 
academic achievement award in recognition of outstanding performance. After a 
career as a sommelier and completing his WSET Diploma in 2003, he worked in 
sales and product management positions at various wine importers in Finland. Pasi 
has partner and board member experience and has consulted in an advisory role on 
strategy, customer relationship management and start-up company development. 
He has also represented Finland in blind-tasting competitions. As well as speaking 
four languages, lecturing on wine, and conducting educational tastings, Pasi judges 
at wine competitions and in 2019 started as the commercial director at Viinitie Oy.

Research	Paper: Wine distributors’ views regarding the current and future status 
of the restaurant supply chain in Finland.

Lin	Liu	MW	(France)

A Chinese national originally from Hangzhou, Lin started her wine studies in 2011, 
and her passion for wine has never faded. Now based in Cahors, France at Château 
de Chambert, Lin has devoted herself to many aspects of the wine world: trading, 
winemaking, tasting, judging, writing and wine education. Since June 2020, Lin has 
started to build her role to become an independent wine critic and wine journalist, 
for Chinese readers. Lin holds a BA (Zhejiang University), an MBA, where she won 
a full fee scholarship award (Aberdeen Business School) and received the top 
graduate award when completing her WSET Diploma (Austrian Wine Academy). 
Before wine, she held senior positions in the investment consultancy sector (foreign 
direct investment to China) and the whisky industry. Outside of wine, Lin usually 
indulges herself painting, cooking, mushroom hunting, making pottery, gardening 
or sailing.

Research	Paper: Cahors AOC hierarchisation project, a case study from 1991 
to 2019.

Curtis	Mann	MW	(US)

Curtis is a 19-year veteran of the US wine industry. He started his career in 
hospitality at ZD Wines in the Napa Valley, where he first discovered his passion for 
wine. After graduating with an MBA (University of California, Davis), he worked as a 
brand manager for Trinchero Family Estates and then at Information Resources Inc. 
as director of wine and spirits insights. Since 2013, Curtis has worked for Raley’s, 
a 125-store speciality supermarket chain in California and Nevada. As director of 
alcohol and beverage, he has re-shaped the chain’s wine offerings with the help 
of in-store wine stewards and educational tastings, leading to a significant growth 
in sales over the last six years. The wine press has noticed his efforts with awards 
such as the 2016 Wine Enthusiast Wine Star Award for US retailer of the year and 
the 2018 Market Watch Leader Award. Curtis, his wife and two children currently 
reside in Davis, California.

Research	paper: California consumer understanding and preference for US 
Chardonnay styles.

Beth	Pearce	MW	(UK)

After university, Beth visited vineyards in New Zealand, which ultimately led to her 
joining Majestic’s management training scheme in 2010. Beth embarked on her MW 
study programme journey in 2016 after completing the WSET Diploma, where she 
received the Derouet Jameson scholarship. Beth is based in London and works as 
a buyer for Majestic Wine, where she is responsible for Bordeaux, Rhone, Alsace, 
Regional France, New Zealand, Australia, North America, Eastern Europe and the 
Southern Mediterranean categories.

Research	paper: How effective is it to use the reduced carbon footprint of bulk 
shipping and UK bottling as a marketing message?

Ross	Wise	MW	(Canada)

A New Zealand native, Ross is a winemaker and viticulturist based in British 
Columbia’s Okanagan Valley. Ross kicked off his wine career in 2002, studying 
viticulture and wine science at the Eastern Institute of Technology in Hawke’s 
Bay. He then worked with several wineries and vineyards in the Hawke’s Bay, 
Marlborough and Central Otago regions. In 2009 Ross moved to Canada and 
established Wise Consulting, providing viticulture and winemaking advice to several 
wineries across Ontario. In 2016 Ross moved west to the Okanagan Valley, where 
he now works as winemaker at Black Hills Estate Winery and a senior winemaker 
within the Andrew Peller Limited family of wineries. Since arriving in the Okanagan 
Valley, he has expanded his organic and biodynamic viticulture knowledge, 
studied the potential implications of climate change in the valley, and developed 
a reputation as a prolific sourdough bread baker. Ross passed both the theory and 
practical MW exam papers at the first attempt.

Research	paper: How will climate change be influencing viticulture in British 
Columbia’s Okanagan Valley by the 2050s?
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ANNUAL BORDEAUX 
TASTINGS (2015 VINTAGE)
5	November	2019,	London
7	February	2020,	Napa
19	April	2020,	Sydney	–	postponed

As ever, it was a privilege for 
the IMW to show such a cross-
section of Bordeaux’s finest wines 
alongside each other and at four 
years of age.

There was much anticipation for the 2015 
vintage and the high attendance clearly 
demonstrated both the appeal of the wines 
and the importance of fine Bordeaux to MWs 
and the trade in general. 

The tasting sold out in both London and Napa, 
attracting an international audience of over 
300 attendees (180 London, 125 Napa). 

Guests included MWs, MW students, IMW 
supporters, other senior figures from the 
wine trade and private collectors.

Sadly, the Sydney tasting, scheduled to take 
place in April had to be postponed. 

Many thanks to all the châteaux for donating 
the wines and to the Bordeaux producer and 
IMW major supporter Dourthe who collated 
and shipped all of the wines from Bordeaux 
to London, San Francisco and Sydney.

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO WATCH
THE ANNUAL CLARET TASTING
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EVENTS
XV	ANNUAL	CHAMPAGNE	TASTING
30	September	2019,	San	Francisco

The 2019 annual Champagne tasting showcased 
more than 150 wines. The festivities began the 
night before with a Champagne BYOB dinner 
in Chinatown, and commenced in earnest the 
following day with two seated panel tastings. 
The first panel looked at prestige cuvées through 
the lens of grape variety. A flight of Blanc de 
Blancs contrasted styles from Taittinger Comtes 
de Champagne and Dom Ruinart with vintages 
from Diebolt-Vallois and Lilbert Fils in Cramant. 
The Pinot portion compared Dom Pérignon and 
Bollinger La Grande Année Rosé among others 
with the Sous les Roses Blanc de Noirs bottling 
from Yann Alexandre. The section focusing on 
blends featured wines such as Louis Roederer 
Cristal and the new luxury cuvée from Henriot 
called Hemera.

The second panel compared the 2009 and 2008 
vintages, pitting emerging stars such as Dehours 

Brisefer Blanc de Blancs and Penet-Chardonnet 
Les Epinettes against established legends such 
as Pol Roger Winston Churchill and L’Amour 
de Deutz. The panel also featured a quartet of 
Spécial Club bottlings before wrapping up with 
a look at multi-vintage têtes de cuvée including 
Selosse’s Version Original, Krug Grande Cuvée 
and others.

The prestige tastings were complemented by a 
walk-around tasting that featured more than 120 
wines, ranging from solid, known commodities 
such as Moët & Chandon Grand Vintage and 
vintage Veuve Clicquot to cutting-edge growers 
such as Jérôme Coessens and Pierre Gerbais, 
boutique négociants such as Jaquesson and AR 
Lenoble and established ‘grower’ references 
such as Pierre Paillard and Pascal Doquet. 
Notable this year was an explosion of new Extra 
Brut and Brut Nature offerings as well as strong 
interest in the ‘Spécial Club’ bottlings produced 
by some growers.

Charles	Curtis	MW	(US)

VDP.GROSSE	GEWÄCHE®	TASTING	
17	October	2019,	London

This was the first time that the VDP organisation 
had presented this tasting outside Germany. 
One hundred and twenty-five of Germany’s 
top dry wines were presented, divided into 25 
different flights. Reaction to the format, whereby 
individual, seated tasters can select exactly 
which flights they would like to taste, was 
universally positive: one taster was delighted 
by the ‘concentrated and uninterrupted focus’ 
afforded by this format and another called the 
organisation ‘flawless’. Over 70 people attended 
the event, including importers, merchants, 
sommeliers and press.

All tasters found much to like and admire. 
Most of the wines were from the 2018 vintage 
(whites) or 2017 vintage (reds), but the presence 
of one or two other vintages provided useful 
comparison. Mosel was the region most 
often highlighted as excelling, closely followed 
by Nahe and Rheingau. Not surprisingly, 
Riesling received high praise, but there 
were also highly positive comments about 
the other grapes presented, including 
Sylvaner, Weissburgunder, Grauburgunder, 
Spätburgunder and Lemberger. Over and again, 
tasters commented enthusiastically on the 
privilege of being able to compare the same 
grape not only from different regions but also 
from different, often neighbouring sites.

Amongst the whites, the main topic of debate 
was the level of reduction in some of the 
wines, what the producers often call ‘sponti’. 
Some tasters were clearly in favour whereas 
others saw it as an obstacle to expression of site 
personality. Certainly, as with so many of wine’s 
stylistic quirks, some tasters have a greater 
tolerance for reduction than others.

All tasters commented favourably on the 
‘world-class’ Spätburgunders, with some 
stunning examples from Baden, Franken and 
Württemberg. The only reservation here was 
the level of oaking, with some finding it too 
intrusive on certain wines. Mind you, these 
are still young wines.

It was impressive to see that three VDP 
producers had come over to support the event, 
one of whom (Carl Von Schubert from the 
Maximin Grünhaus estate) eagerly took the 
opportunity to join the tasting. Thanks too 
to Steffen Christmann, president of the VDP, 
for hosting an evening reception for MWs and 
other guests.

Richard	Bampfield	MW	(UK)

AMARONE:	DRIED	GRAPES	
SEMINAR
20	November	2019,	London

The production of wines from partially dried 
grapes resulting in concentration of flavours 
is one of the oldest winemaking techniques in 
the world. The method can vary from allowing 
grapes to dry on the vine or picking and then 
drying them in various ways. The Appassimento 
grape drying technique is well known in Venetian 
regions and in particular in Valpolicella. In the 
second half of the last century, the dry red wine 
version of Amarone superseded the sweeter 
Recioto wines.

In June 2009 ten historical Valpolicella 
companies founded an association, the Famiglie 
Storiche. Today it boasts 13 partners, all 
prestigious wineries which for generations have 
sustained and promoted the territory: Allegrini, 
Begali, Brigaldara, Guerrieri Rizzardi, Masi, 
Musella, Speri, Tedeschi, Tenuta Sant’Antonio, 
Tommasi, Torre D’Orti, Venturini and Zenato.

Three members of the Famiglie Storiche 
led us through a fascinating seminar on a 
journey from vineyard to the glass. Luca Speri 
focused on viticultural practices including 
Pergola versus Guyot, and their impact on 
grape ripening. Key characteristics of different 
grapes were discussed, as was sustainability. 
Giacomo Boscaini from Masi led us through an 
in-depth discussion of the technical elements 
of the Appassimento process, focusing on the 
biochemistry and physiology of dried grapes. 
Topics covered included the changes to volatile 
acidity and phenolic compounds and how these 
impact vinification.

Dry Champagne tasting
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Marilisa Allegrini wrapped up the presentation 
part of the seminar with an informative and 
exciting discussion of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the Amarone category and 
key markets for growth.

Following the seminar, there was a tasting 
of wines from all 13 members. Vintages from 
2001 onwards highlighted the ageing potential 
of these beautiful wines. In the afternoon, 
there was a walk-around tasting where each 
family member presented three of their wines. 
Our thanks to the Famiglie Storiche for a 
wonderful day.

Annette	Scarfe	MW	(Singapore)

DRY	CHAMPAGNE	TASTING
5	December	2019,	London

With Brut Champagne receiving increasingly 
low dosages and the driest Champagne 
categories Extra Brut and Brut gaining foothold, 
Champagnes have become drier than ever. 
The tasting and seminar included two 
prestigious Champagne Houses, Roederer and 
Philipponnat that have ventured into Brut Nature 
production and two grower domains, Ulysse 
Collins and Domaine La Borderie who represent 
the new generation of Champagne producers.

The first tasting was with Charles Philipponnat, 
who said customers were now requesting drier 
Champagnes and acknowledged that making 
dry Champagnes was not easy. His overall quest 
was to make pure wines without any green 
notes, or in his words he wanted to ‘get rid 
of the green comments’.

In comparison to the large houses, Ulysse 
Collin’s main goal from its inception was to 
produce single vineyard wines (all with older 
vines) so they could express the different terroirs 
of Champagne. By his own admission, his first 
wines were difficult and austere to drink so his 
winemaking had adapted slightly; employing 
partial MLF and softer pressing.

Simon Normand from Domaine La Borderie had 
similar ideas to Olivier Collin, to show terroir 
of Champagne. He also feels that there was no 
formula to achieving his goal. Every vintage is 
different, so yearly, he tastes all the base 

wines blind and from the tasting decides on 
time on lees, dosage, percentage of MLF and 
time in bottle.

The final presenter was Jean-Baptiste 
Lécaillon from the House of Roederer who said 
historically, dosage decisions were based on the 
importers and the preference of their market. 
Today, the decision is now based on the house 
or domaine and determined by terroir. Jean-
Baptiste felt that without dosage or low dosage, 
oxidation and long-term aging was an issue for 
the style.

The final discussion of the seminar was more 
philosophical – is low dosage a result of global 
warming or a result of better vineyard practices 
and growing trend? The panel agreed it was 
likely a bit of both. Historically, Champagne was 
demi-sec so the move to Brut was radical for 
its time. One cannot help but feel that the move 
towards Extra Brut and non-dosage is a natural 
progression and successful due to riper and 
healthier grapes.

Michelle	Cherutti-Kowal	MW	(UK)

LALLEMAND	SEMINAR	
SERIES	–	STATE	OF	FLUX:	
MICROBIOLOGICAL	
SOLUTIONS	TO	MAKING	WINE	
IN	AN	UNCERTAIN	CLIMATE
10	March	2020,	London

Ann Dumont began by setting the seminar in 
context, reminding us that for at least fifteen 
years studies have been made of the impact 
of climate change on wine, citing high alcohol 
levels, low acidity, wines losing longevity and 
freshness as a consequence. The seminar was 
to consider various microbiological strategies 
to mitigate these, and other effects of climate 
change. Dirceu Vianna Junior MW provided an 
excellent overview of climate change and in 
particular a reminder of the brutal statistics 
around those vineyards and wine producing 
regions already being, and expected to be 
affected. February 2020 was reported to be the 
driest on record for San Francisco, the wettest 
on record for London.

VDP tasting
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Paul Zeiss then went on to outline a number of 
microbiological strategies that can be used to 
mitigate the effects of climate change on wine, 
such as spraying inactivated yeast on the canopy. 
To demonstrate this, two red wines were shown, 
both Cabernet Sauvignon; a control and a wine 
made from grapes sprayed with inactivated 
yeast. This demonstrated the effects very 
nicely and emphasised the importance of 
pH management with climate change. 

Two further wines were shown, with the second 
wine showing a 0.2 decrease in pH resulting 
from the use of Lachancea thermotolerans. 
Wines treated in this way would most likely 
be used as a blending component.

Many thanks to Lallemand and all the 
contributors for a thoroughly absorbing and 
thought-provoking three hours.

Neil	Tully	MW	(UK)

TWENTY	YEARS	AS	CHAIR	OF	THE	
EUROPEAN	EVENTS	COMMITTEE

It’s been exciting and great fun being part of 
a marvellous team of MWs on a committee that 
has created so many memorable and fascinating 
tastings, seminars and masterclasses.

None of it could have happened without their 
inspiration and commitment.

Twenty years ago we had one major regular 
event, always held in Vintners’ Hall, the annual 
Bordeaux tasting. It is still growing in popularity, 
and now it runs over two sessions in London 
and is replicated in America and Australia. 
If Covid-19 stops this year’s Bordeaux tasting, 
it will be the first interruption in 50 years of our 
most popular annual event.

We have managed to create so many great events 
in the last two decades thanks to the kindness 
of the world’s greatest winemakers spending 
time and sharing their knowledge with us, and 
so many generous vineyard owners giving us 
their wines. It is immensely rewarding to see the 
enthusiastic response of MWs, students and the 
trade to these wonderful events.

But it can be challenging when plans go awry. 
At one of our first Champagne seminars, the 

main speaker insisted on bringing his samples 
with him. We couldn’t persuade him to send the 
bottles in advance even though he was taking the 
train from Paris on the morning of the event.

Inevitably his ‘early’ train was late, and he 
arrived at Vintners’ Hall at 10.05 for a 10.00 am 
start with 12 bottles of warm Champagne.

I have counted 26 fellow MWs who have taken 
the challenge of serving on the European 
events committee at some time over the years 
since 1999. Many, many thanks to you all and 
especially to my successor – Anne McHale MW.

Mark	Bingley	MW	(UK)

IMW	WEBINAR	SERIES

MASTERS	OF	WINE	FACING	
UP	TO	COVID-19
6	May	2020

The first in our new webinar series heard the 
perspectives of MWs on how the wine production 
world was coping in the face of the pandemic. 
The four MWs joining moderator Richard 
Bampfield MW were Alastair Maling MW of 
Foley Wines (New Zealand), Amy Christine MW 
of Holus Bolus Winery (US), Norrel Robertson 
MW of El Escocés Volante (Spain) and Richard 
Kershaw MW of Richard Kershaw Wines 
(South Africa).

Several themes emerged, the first of which was 
loss of revenue and a shift in routes to market. 
This came as no surprise given the dramatic 
overnight shutdown of the hospitality industry. 
Norrel reported a 58 per cent rise in online 
direct-to-consumer sales, echoing a trend seen 
also by Amy, although for her it was still not 
enough to replace usual revenues. In South 
Africa, producers had to contend with a complete 
ban on alcohol sales/transportation and also on 
export at various times, which sparked a huge 
increase in black market sales.

Norrel and Alastair both referenced the 
challenges of new health and safety protocols for 
large wineries with a lot of staff. At Holus Bolus, 
whilst the boutique size meant a welcome lack 
of health and safety protocols, all vineyard work 
had to be carried out by Amy and her husband, 

which was time and labour-intensive. Richard’s 
company operates as a virtual winery, meaning 
extra red tape with all the required permits to 
visit external facilities.

Our two Southern hemisphere representatives 
were in the middle of harvest when lockdown 
was imposed. For Alastair, harvest continued 
as planned once the new working protocols 
were established. In South Africa, it looked 
as though harvest would be prevented by the 
government from continuing, but thankfully 
this was overturned and all Richard’s fruit was 
eventually brought in safely.

Positive outcomes discussed included more 
delegation and hence increased sense of trust in 
colleagues for Alastair and a fall in prices due to 
a rebalancing of grape supply/demand for Amy 
and Norrel. All mentioned the gift of time as a 
positive too, whether that be time to read/study, 
work on improving business processes, or time 
to spend with family.

Anne	McHale	MW	(UK)

DISRUPTION	IN	THE	SUPPLY	
CHAIN	(PART	1	–	PRODUCER	
TO	CONSUMER,	PART	2	–	HOW	
WINERIES	INTERACT	WITH	
CONSUMERS)
11	May	and	18	May	2020

As part of the new webinar series, I was 
delighted to moderate these two sessions, 
making the most of both members’ diverse 
experience and knowledge but also drawing on 
outside expertise. These webinars aimed to look 
at the broader issue of what the wine industry 
might look like in a post-Covid world. 

The first session had Ross Sleet looking at 
innovative and broad ways producers could 
meaningfully engage with both current and 
potential customers with particular emphasis 
on thinking beyond a production-led approach. 
Peter Hazlehurst, global head of Uber Money, 
was able to offer his non-industry views on 
how wine can embrace technology and use 
data more efficiently. Carol Reber shared the 
Duckhorn experience of direct-to-consumer 

marketing and selling; surely likely to become 
more commonplace even in very traditional 
wine-producing countries. Prof. Steve Charters 
MW shared his research and elaborated on how 
a crisis accelerates change. 

The second session looked at the wider issue 
of disruption in the wine business. Barry Dick 
MW discussed the specifics of moving wine 
from producer to consumer, and Leo Austin 
gave a trenchant analysis of the Chinese wine 
industry and the – often complex – ways wine is 
distributed in China. He shared his perception 
that, in an advanced social media age, wine will 
be selling via individuals, and this will shape 
brand development in addition to the more 
traditional modes of selling. Ernie Loosen also 
joined us to explain how his distribution has 
been affected both in Germany and the US. 

Both sessions offered insightful case studies 
across the wine world and how these are sure 
to evolve in the future, perhaps faster than ever 
before. I’m grateful to all the wonderful guests 
who were kind enough to give their time and 
share their experience with us.

Cassidy	Dart	MW	(China)

WINE	FAMILIES	
11	June	2020

Following the publication by the Academie du 
Vin Library of 10 Great Wine Families it was 
a pleasure to host a webinar with seven of 
the ten families featured in my book: guests 
Leonardo Frescobaldi, Emmerich Knoll, Louis-
Michel Liger Belair, Alvaro Palacios, Matthieu 
Perrin, Jacques Thienpont and Miguel Torres 
Maczassek. For the book, all of the producers 
allowed me to ask really challenging questions 
and spend several days staying with them, 
experiencing their family lives.

Talking to some of the top names in Europe, 
the webinar dealt with such issues as the pros 
and cons of heritage; the challenges of changing 
a mindset of the past generation; the advantages 
of working with every single member of the 
family; succession planning; living ‘above the 
shop’; climate change, new grape varieties and 
how to get the older generation to go along with 
your ideas; the price of land, financing and the 
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and winemaker at Prince Știrbey), Dan Balaban 
(owner of Davino Winery) and Philip Cox 
(co-owner of Cramele Recaș). 

All the speakers brought different perspectives 
and insights and discussions were wide ranging, 
covering topics including: native grapes and 
which if any has the potential to be a flagship; 
the significance of Pinot Noir; the impact 
of privatisation following the previous era; 
domestic market trends and why Romania is a 
net importer of wine. Other subjects included 
the challenges of exports to various markets 
including Western Europe and the US; organic 
and sustainable viticulture and its feasibility; 
investments and the challenges of developing a 
promotional strategy to raise global awareness. 

Discussions also touched on climate change 
and availability of labour, local winemakers and 
what political/governmental support the industry 
would find helpful. 

Caroline	Gilby	MW	(UK)

ROSÉ	TRENDS
9	July	2020

With the continual rise in sales of rosé wine, it is 
a fast-growing and exciting category, but much 
of the focus is on the cheaper end of the market 
with celebrity marketing campaigns dominating 
the scene. For this webinar I chose not to look 
at the market trends, nor the alternative, more 
‘funky’ producers, but to five producers who have 
a big impact on the latest trends in mainstream 
production.

Gerard Bertrand in the Languedoc, has both 
his own domaines and a negociant business. 
His numerous rosés have a major share of the 
market, ranging from entry level supermarket 
rosé to the most expensive rosé Clos du 
Temple. Bruno Mailliard works with Chateau la 
Gordonne in Pierrefeu-Provence and Domaine 
Royal de Jarras in the Camargue – both owned 
by Champagne Vranken Pommery, discussed 
developing the quality, a greater focus for 
premium rosés to reflect their terroir. Rosana 
Oliva, responsible for the flagship rosé of Ramon 
Bilbao in Rioja, ‘Lalomba’, gave a detailed 
account of the work she has done on site 

selection, altitude, climate and fermentation 
vessels. Dimitris Skouras of Domaine Skouras 
echoed her work with their Peplo rosé, grown 
at altitude with a blend of grapes and different 
fermentation vessels, a radically different 
approach to the majority of Greek rosé. Nathalie 
Estribeau, the chief winemaker at Les Vignerons 
de Foncalieu, a co-operative in the Languedoc 
discussed how she makes a successful range of 
different rosés, from entry to mid market level, 
through varieties and vinification.

For all, the emphasis continued to be with a 
lighter colour rosé but with a growing emphasis 
on terroir and ageing potential. Trends for higher 
quality rosé pointed to organic and biodynamic 
and greater work in the vineyard, lower yields, 
altitude and specific terroirs, and exploration in 
fermentation techniques from amphora, acacia 
barrels, oak, cement tanks and classic tanks.

Elizabeth	Gabay	MW	(France)

challenge of keeping the estate intact; how to 
maintain your reputation; how to expand the 
business and how to train and interest your 
children to continue the legacy.

The webinar offered some very candid replies 
to all these issues and offered an inside look, 
behind the scenes. When you have wines that 
have a great reputation, there’s a lot of tension 
that builds up in the family, where inheritance 
laws create a problem. It’s often easier for 
wine families to sell up than it is for them to 
divide their business among their children. 
Most families don’t survive beyond the third 
generation. But what’s interesting about those 
in this book is that they all have. It’s important 
for each generation to know that it’s not just 
about money. The best conversations we had 
were in the vineyards. The success of the 
families is down to hard work. They really work. 
And they love what they do.

Fiona	Morrison	MW	(Belgium)

LOOKING	INTO	THE	FUTURE
17	June	2020

Even before the pandemic, it was clear that 
technology is changing the way wine is made, 
marketed, sold and distributed. And, over the 
last five months, it has become ever clearer 
that those businesses that harness the latest 
technology to improve their relationship with the 
customer and sharpen up their logistics have 
been best placed to prosper.

This webinar brought together four businesses 
and, it has to be said, four entrepreneurs who 
are at the forefront of change.

Pam Dillon, co-founder and CEO of Wine Ring, 
explained how artificial intelligence is now being 
used to help wine drinkers find the right wine 
based on their own preference, not just on peer 
review; and how the same technology can help 
wine retailers and distributors ensure that their 
offering is in line with modern and local tastes 
and demand.

James Miles, co-founder, chairman and MD of 
Liv-Ex, explained the principles of the fine wine 
market behaving as a traditional exchange. 

He also expounded on how partnerships with 
other technology platforms were expanding 
Liv-Ex’s reach and enhancing both market 
transparency and distribution logistics.

Heini Zachariassen, founder of Vivino, quoted 
some remarkable figures that demonstrate 
the power and reach of this now well-known 
and widely-used application. Not only does 
Vivino have over 45 million users, but wine sales 
through its platform have increased by almost 
50 per cent as a result of the pandemic. As 
purchases around the world are increasingly 
made via a smartphone, Vivino is ideally placed 
to benefit from the trend.

Maxime Debure, founder and CEO of 
WineFunding, explained how modern technology 
enables his business to bring together wine 
producers who are looking for investors and 
both individuals and groups who are interested 
in investing in wine production. At a time when 
wine producers all over the world are faced with 
unprecedented challenges, it would seem logical 
that many could use an injection of cash to equip 
their business better to compete.

A fascinating webinar – and, given the pace of 
change, the same speakers will almost certainly 
have a totally new presentation if invited back in 
12 months time.

Richard	Bampfield	MW	(UK)

QUALITY	AND	NATIVE	GRAPES	
OF	ROMANIA
23	June	2020

Romania produces more wine than New Zealand, 
yet it is little known beyond its borders for 
anything more than price-fighting Pinot in all 
shades. It has so much more to offer in terms of 
variety and quality, so this webinar took a look 
at what producers can do and whether native 
grapes play a role in their story.

A panel of four speakers from Romania were 
moderated by myself, Caroline Gilby MW 
(author of The wines of Bulgaria, Romania and 
Moldova) – Cristiana Stoica (owner of Avincis 
Estate), Oliver Bauer (owner of Crama Bauer 

YOU CAN WATCH A RECORDING OF ALL
THE WEBINARS BY CLICKING HERE
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IMW event space

MEMBER EVENTS
MW	GET	TOGETHER
10	September	2019,	London

The IMW hosted a get together for over 50 
members following the AGMs at Vintners’ Hall. 
IMW supporter Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) kindly 
provided the use of their rooftop terrace in 
Finsbury Square, overlooking the London skyline 
for the occasion. Masters of Wine who attended 
the AGMs were chauffeured to SVB and joined 
other members for Bollinger, canapés and many 
more wines, kindly brought by MWs to share with 
fellow members.

21	CLUB	LUNCH
7	October	2019,	London

Twenty six MWs met for the seventh 21 club 
lunch held at the Oxford & Cambridge Club 
in Pall Mall. The gathering commenced with 
Bollinger Special Cuvée and on the menu this 
year was a starter of salt-baked beetroot and 
peppered goats cheese followed by roast rump 
of spring lamb with crispy sweetbreads and a 
summer fruit pavlova.

Elizabeth Gabay MW flying in from Italy, Rose 
Murray Brown MW by train from Scotland and 
Barbara Abraham MW from the 1998 vintage 
joined us for their inaugural lunch. We were 

very sorry that neither of the stalwarts from the 
1950s, namely Colin Anderson MW and David 
Burns MW, were able to participate this year. 
In fact, there were no representatives either 
from the 1960s, so the most senior MW present 
was Philip Goodband MW from 1970 who headed 
a group of nine MWs from the 1970s. Numbers 
were completed by five from the 1980s and 12 
in total from the 1990s.

Refreshingly, a number of German Rieslings 
were brought this year, with Kabinett, Spatlese 
and Auslese represented in vintages from 2009 
back to 1990. As a foil to white Burgundy, Mark 
Savage MW had brought an unusual Vickers 
Vineyard Idaho Chardonnay 2014, but the star 
was Meursault Blagny 2011 from Louis Jadot; 
sadly I did not have the opportunity to taste the 
Moldovan Chardonnay 2007.

The reds were a more diverse bunch than usual. 
Claret was represented by Chateau Giscours 
1974, Chateau Haut Bages Liberal 1990, Chateau 
Lagrange 1995, Chateau Gloria 2006, Chateau 
d’Angludet 2010 and Pagodes de Cos 2014. An 
interesting comparison was made with Great 
Wall Cabernet Sauvignon from China which had 
won a Gold Medal at the IWC and with Te Mata 
Coleraine 2007. Fewer Italian wines this year 
but two really spectacular ones, a 1966 Chianti 
Riserva from Badia e Coltibuono and a magnum 
of Allegrini’s La Poja 2004; and an excellent 
Pinot Noir from Louis Jadot, Chambolle Musigny 
1er Cru Les Baudes 2012.

Finally, two exceptional fortified wines. 
D’Oliveiras Reserva Terrantez 1977 and 
Cockburn’s 1963.

John	Casson	MW	(UK)

IMW EVENT SPACE
The IMW’s event space has continued 
to be used for people far and wide. 
There were over 60 tastings, seminars, 
events and meetings hosted over the 
last year. In addition to holding IMW-led 
tastings, MW study programme 
course days and committee meetings, 
the space is open to the trade to hire. 
Those who have done so over the 
last 12 months include Decanter, 
Mentzendorff & Co, Christine 
Marsiglio MW, Matthew Stubbs MW, 
the Wine Society, Le Famiglie Storiche 
and Vinexus. 
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MW TRIPS
Throughout the year members have had the opportunity to participate 
in educational trips to wine regions all over the world.

ALTO	ADIGE,	ITALY
5–8	September	2019

This short and perfectly-organised visit to 
Bolzano was an ideal ‘crash course’ in this 
beautiful Alpine region’s wines, food and terroirs. 
The wine tastings and dinners, the producer 
visits and our final afternoon spent tasting and 
eating in a wonderful ski restaurant at 2400 
metres altitude were all very memorable.

The three-day visit started with a wine 
dinner attended by various producers in the 
atmospheric Castel Mareccio in Bolzano. 
Our dinner table was headed by the winemaker 
of Castelfeder where we tasted several of 
his wines, including their excellent Pinot 
Blanc Tecum out of the tallest magnum 
bottle I have seen.

The Friday morning was spent at a conference 
about the Alto Adige wine region and in the 
afternoon we were able to taste the latest 
vintages (pre official release) of all the region’s 
most important producers. That evening we were 
treated to a variety of wines perfectly matched to 
regional dishes prepared by a Michelin-starred 
chef; relaxed and great fun.

Saturday was the highlight! In the morning 
we were split into smaller groups according 
to which of six of the region’s key grape 
varieties we were most interested to explore 
in more depth. I chose to focus on Pinot Bianco, 
which I am now a lifelong fan of, thanks to 
the excellent visits and wines we tasted that 
morning. The afternoon and evening was spent 
on the local Dolomite mountain tops, tasting 
and drinking wines as fresh and pure as the 
(extremely cold) Alpine air around us. We did 
not expect snow in early September, but it sure 
created a fantastic ambiance.

I suspect there can be few Master of Wine trips 
where you experience so much in such a short 
time; the local combination of Italian flair and 
Germanic organisation really did make for a 
fantastic trip. A big thank you to the organisers 
at Südtirol/Alto Adige Wines.

Paul	Liversedge	MW	(Switzerland)

GREECE
28	September–5	October	2019

One of the most exciting discoveries on the 
mainland was unknown or unexpected grapes 
making interesting and often gorgeous wines. 
A Gewürztraminer from Evia of all places. 
Preknadi (the ‘freckled grape’ – a great 
marketing line there) with weighty stone fruit 
character. Moutara from Thebes, and the lovely 
cherry and plum aromas of the red grape 
vlahiko, with overt acid and light weight.

I think many of us had been looking forward 
to Crete, but with limited expectations for the 
wines. Yet across the board the wines were 
generally cleanly made, with quite precise fruit 
characters. They may not have been profound 
but were often enjoyable. But the other very 
impressive and particularly surprising aspect 
of the island was the way that the wine industry 
organised itself.

Many of us probably anticipated that Santorini 
would be the real highlight of the trip, and 
it didn’t disappoint. The wines showed the 
consistency (and more) of Crete combined with 
the fact that for some time now the producers 
have known what their icon is and have been 
honing how to produce Assyrtiko. We had a 
particularly focused discussion on the wines 
here, and also on market structure and image.

Greece MW trip

Alto Adige MW trip (accompanied by some MW students)
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What can Greek wine producers do to prosper? 
They have one world renowned style, some good 
possibilities bubbling under and an enthusiastic 
and dynamic assortment of producers. How 
can they capitalise on this? We had a debate 
about using international varieties to capture 
the attention of foreign markets and then win 
them over to trying wines made from indigenous 
varieties. Give people something they can 
understand first. I’m not so sure. However, the 
point was made that in many parts of the country 
Syrah particularly does seem to be a ‘soothing’ 
variety, especially in Crete.

Steve	Charters	MW	(France)

TRENTODOC
2–6	October	2019

Organised by the excellent team at the Istituto 
Trento DOC, seven MWs from various parts of 
the world; Australia, France, Singapore, the UK 
and the US, took part in the most informative 
five-day visit. For most if not all those attending, 
Trentodoc was known only from its reasonably 
well known and distributed sparkling wine from 
Ferrari. So it was incredibly valuable to be able 
to understand and visit the various climatic and 
altitudinal diverse areas of the region, to meet a 
great cross section of producers from the long 
established co-ops to the various family owned 
and controlled wine producers. We were also 
exposed to some of the fascinating and seminal 
academic studies at the Fondazione Edmund 
Mach University.

The group’s overall impression was of a 
passionate wine region making, almost without 
exception, fine sparkling wines, with variety 
and interest. The three most interesting factors 
differentiating these wines from other fine 
sparkling wines made from Chardonnay, Pinot 
Noir, Pinot Meunier, and occasionally Pinot 
Bianco including Champagne and Franciacorta, 
was the effect of altitude from the Lake Garda 
sites at around 200 metres above sea level, right 
up to the highest vineyards at 700 metres. These 
high-altitude wines whilst in no way unripe have 
a freshness and precision due to wide diurnal 
temperatures.

The second point of unique interest centred 
around the blends, where at first the impression 
was that 100 per cent Chardonnay gave the most 
classy results, but as we visited other producers 
the use of Pinot Noir and Meunier showed what 
could be achieved. Thirdly, there was much 
discussion around ‘dosage’, which ranged from 
zero, fashionable amongst many producers, 
with most around the four to five grams per litre 
residual, and up to eight gms/lt. Of interest was 
the use of old reserve wines as a base for the 
liqueur. Trentodoc deserves to progress and be 
acclaimed as one of the world’s top sparkling 
wines, and I hope our visit and ambassadorship 
will go some way to help.

Christopher	Burr	MW	(UK)

CHILE
17–23	November	2019

Prior to agreeing to visit Chile, a thorough 
assessment of the political situation was carried 
out by liaising with Wines of Chile, the Foreign 
Office and the British Embassy in Santiago; all 
advised that travel was acceptable but that care 
should be paid when visiting certain areas. A 
party of some 30 MWs therefore headed out 
to Santiago, where they enjoyed a thoroughly 
memorable experience.

It had been ten years since I last visited Chile, 
and it is clear that the industry has evolved 
greatly during this period. Small independent 
groups of producers, such as MOVI and VIGNO, 
are now being recognised and actively supported 
by the generic body, Wines of Chile, whilst the 
large wine companies are increasingly active 
and engaged in many pioneering winemaking 
activities. Given the size of the country and its 
incredible diversity, it is heartening to see a true 
strategy developing that incorporates the need 
for sustainability, and an increased focus on 
quality, whilst encouraging the development of 
new and exciting terroirs – be that in Huasco 
in the Atacama or Osorno and Malleco in the 
far South.

There will be always be recognition for the 
quality potential of Cabernet based wines from 
classic regions such as Punto Alta and Apalta, 
but it is genuinely exciting to see the rediscovery 

Trentodoc MW trip

of old vine Cinsualt, Carignan and Pais in regions 
such as Itata and Maule, where truly unique 
wines are now being produced; this historical 
re-awakening appears to closely mirror the early 
activities of the Swartland revolution in South 
Africa, a country with which Chile shares many 
commercial similarities and challenges.

Each region has embraced the story of the 
role of cooling breezes from the Andes and the 
ocean, the impact of early morning fog, and the 
diverse mix of alluvial and granitic soils within 
each unique valley. Whilst some regions are 
more successful than others in transforming 
themselves from ‘volume’ production to a 
more quality focussed approach, one cannot 
be anything but impressed with the speed with 
which cultural change is happening across 
the industry. Within this, there is a spirit of 
collaboration and innovation that is resulting in 
the production of some truly outstanding wines 
that are sure to capture the imagination of new 
consumers.

Adrian	Garforth	MW	(UK)

3 2 3 3

https://www.mastersofwine.org/adrian-garforth-mw
http://www.mastersofwine.org/steve-charters-mw
https://www.mastersofwine.org/christopher-burr-mw


INTRODUCTORY COURSES

INTRODUCTORY	COURSES	
(IN-PERSON)

AUSTRALIA
13–14	November	2019
Karstens, Sydney

Led by Richard Hemming MW (Singapore) 
and Caro Maurer MW (Germany)

IRELAND
29	February	and	1	March	2020
The O’Briens Wine School, Dublin

Led by Barbara Boyle MW, Lynne Coyle MW 
and Mick O’Connell MW (Ireland)

INTRODUCTORY	COURSE	
WEBINARS	(ONLINE)

17	April	and	1	May	2020
Led by Caro Maurer MW (Germany)

20	and	30	April	2020
Led by Ying Tan MW (Singapore)

24	April	and	3	May	2020
Led by Mary Gorman-McAdams MW (US)

29	April	and	6	May	2020
Led by Matthew Forster MW (UK)

Sydney introductory course

INTRODUCTIONS TO THE 
MW STUDY PROGRAMME
Every year around the world, the IMW 
holds one to two day introductory courses 
and hour-long information sessions to raise 
awareness of the MW study programme and 
to provide information to prospective students.

Due to the global pandemic, many of the courses and 
sessions were cancelled, so a series of webinars were held 
throughout April and May, prior to the application window 
opening. The sessions combined elements from the introductory 
courses and information sessions, giving potential students 
the opportunity to ask questions directly to MWs and the IMW’s 
executive team.

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO WATCH THE
INTRODUCTORY COURSE WEBINAR
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98%
OF STAGE ONE 

STUDENTS 

84%
OF STAGE TWO 

STUDENTS 

WOULD RECOMMEND 
THE MW STUDY PROGRAMME 

TO AN ELIGIBLE FRIEND 
OR COLLEAGUE

98%
OF STAGE ONE 

STUDENTS STRONGLY 
AGREED OR AGREED

95%
OF STAGE TWO 

STUDENTS STRONGLY 
AGREED OR AGREED

‘THE SEMINAR HELPED ME BETTER 
PREPARE FOR THE PRACTICAL 

COMPONENT OF THE STAGE ONE 
ASSESSMENT/MW EXAM’

85%
OF STAGE ONE 

STUDENTS STRONGLY 
AGREED OR AGREED

74%
OF STAGE TWO 

STUDENTS STRONGLY 
AGREED OR AGREED

‘OVERALL, I WAS SATISFIED 
WITH MY EXPERIENCE ON THE 

STUDY PROGRAMME THIS YEAR’

EDUCATION AND EXAM 
BOARD CHAIR’S REPORT
Even before Covid-19 upended our lives, 
this past year promised to be a challenging 
one, with record numbers of students, 
Olly Chapman’s departure after a long tenure, 
leadership transitions in the executive team 
as well as ExamCom, and other short staffing. 
Since that time, our challenges only became 
more significant with the ultimate need – after 
much thought about alternatives – to cancel the 
closed-book part of our exam for the first time 
in IMW history. 

We all suffered disruptions in our personal and professional 
lives, and it is important to acknowledge how deeply affected our 
students and executive team were by Covid generally and by the 
one-year deferral of the exam and stage one assessment (S1A).

For those in stage one of the programme, and at Council’s 
request, we offered an extraordinary petition process for well-
qualified applicants to move on to stage two without an S1A pass. 
Of the 38 petitions received, 26 were approved. Thank you to all 
MWs who provided references and input to the process. And thank 
you to the exam and education teams who’ve worked tirelessly 
to navigate the new waters with such dedication and concern for 
student and MW well-being.

On the brighter side, 2019–2020 also saw some noticeable 
advancements, including the hiring and on-boarding of Sarah 
Harrison as the new head of study programme and development, 
the planned transitioning to a new exam team (see ExamCom 
report), the on-boarding of Dr. Simon Rofe from SOAS University 
of London as our new external examiner, 156 applicants from 27 
countries to the stage one of the study programme, and a healthy 
number of RP passes, giving us 16 new MWs in August.

Thank you to the office, the admissions and RP teams for carrying 
on important ‘business as usual’ efforts in our unusual times. 
Also, thank you to this year’s three co-opted members to EEB – 
Nova Cadamatre MW, Emma Symington MW, Fongyee Walker MW 
– who provided highly valuable and additive perspectives to all of
the many deliberations we have had this year.

Last but far from least, we all owe special appreciation and thanks 
to John Hoskins MW whose quietly rigorous and ever empathetic 
stewardship over our exam and exam teams have elevated our 
exam delivery and quality to new heights during his tenure. 

Jean-Michel Valette MW

This included the delicate transition from dissertation to RP, the 
evolution of our practical exam structure to increase capacity, and 
the orderly transition to a new and highly capable team across all 
three parts of the exam. Without personal fanfare, he has done 
what the best leaders do, left us in a much better position than 
when he came in.

Jean-Michel	Valette	MW	(US)

See the EEB members on page 78
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
CHAIR’S REPORT
In a world gripped by devastating numbers, 
pause to reflect instead upon our heartening 
EdCom numbers. With more than 340 students 
enrolled in our 2019-2020 programme, over 
150 Masters of Wine gave their time, passion 
and intellect to guide our next generation of 
candidates.

The IMW’s educational activity is led by EdCom, comprising 22 
coordinators and supported by educational officers in Adelaide, 
Napa and London. These 22 committee members were further 
supported by tutors, exam readers, PAMS and TAMS graders, 
mentors and wine procurement teams, all seamlessly knit 
together to deliver the inspiration, guidance and experiences 
that ensure students have the very best opportunities for success. 
The 2019–2020 EdCom also benefitted greatly from two key 
leadership roles: theory chair, Philip Reedman MW, and practical 
chair, Matthew Stubbs MW.

Upon acceptance into the programme, students immediately have 
the opportunity to attend two (of four) course days, getting their 
feet wet before attending seminar weeks. We urge all students 
to undertake these programmes so they can maximise their 
experiences at the seminar. During the 2019–2020 education year, 
students attended course days in Hong Kong, London, Napa, New 
York City and Sydney. We wrapped up the year with a few more 
international course days before Covid-19 put the lid on 
our activities. 

The all-important seminar programmes for stage one and 
stage two students were orchestrated in Adelaide, Odney, Rust, 
Deidesheim, Woodinville, Napa and Bordeaux this year and we’re 
grateful to the many MWs who munificently short-changed work, 
family and holidays to work with our students.

The education programme is categorised into two levels, stage 
one and stage two. The climax of the stage one student experience 
is the stage one assessment, which usually takes place in June. 
Regrettably, travel restrictions ensured that this vital benchmark 
assessment was cancelled. 

After much discussion and scenario modelling, EEB and 
EdCom designed a petition process to allow students that 
were exceptionally ready, to progress to stage two. The petition 
procedure was no easy-street. Students not only faced online 
exams but were required to provide a range of references, 

Debra Meiburg MW

personal statements and affirmations of readiness to proceed 
to stage two. Ultimately, 26 students were granted special 
permission to move forward.

Opportunities to practice both theory and practical exams were 
facilitated by the TAMS/PAMS team led by Michelle Cherutti-
Kowal MW, who, with her team, developed 12 assignments and 
marked 1163 submissions. Practical feedback webinars were then 
led by EdCom practical chair Matthew Stubbs MW. In addition, the 
opportunity to prepare for the research paper was facilitated by 
the RAMS team led by Emma Jenkins MW and Emma Symington 
MW who coordinated 83 marked assignments.

Mentoring is one of the most satisfying and rewarding educational 
activities, both for newly minted MWs and old-hands alike. More 
than 100 mentors nurtured and advised our future colleagues. 

Other student activity included trips to Clare Valley, McLaren Vale, 
Washington State, Napa, Porto and Douro and Bordeaux as well 
as access to an engaging and insightful online discussion series 
developed by Belinda Eaton.

Underpinning all of these activities is the enormous toil 
undertaken by the wine procurement team, led by Natasha 
Hughes MW and Tim Jackson MW. Together with Matthew Stubbs 
MW, practice exam questions were set, and hundreds of wines 
were procured, with spec sheets analysed and documented for 
student learning.

All of these profound learning experiences could not take place 
without the skilled management of the IMW executive team. 
We sadly bid farewell to Olly Chapman, but are fortunate that our 
study programme is in the consummate hands of the impressive 
Sarah Harrison.

Though the fundamentals remain the same, the student 
experience has evolved over the years, becoming ever more 
professional and globally consistent without compromising the 
individuality that makes the IMW unique. Student surveys assure 
us that the programme is on-track and comprises the tools 
students require to progress.  

Like much of the educational world, recent events have afforded 
us the opportunity to reconsider programme delivery. A committee 
has been established under the leadership of Natasha Hughes 
MW to elevate distance learning under a range of scenarios. 

While we have all been knocked to our knees these past months, 
great opportunities lie ahead for reconstructing, enhancing the 
consistency of learning and modernising our educational delivery.

Debra	Meiburg	MW	(Hong	Kong)

See the Edcom members on page 79
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CHIEF EXAMINER’S REPORT
A chief examiner’s report in a year when 
we offered no exam – this is one of the most 
unusual assignments I have ever been set! 
It does give me, however, the chance to reflect 
on seven years of overseeing the overall exam 
process, and eight before that in charge of the 
practical paper. 

In one important way, nothing has changed; we have tried 
to maintain the standard of attainment at the same level. 
Students will always feel it gets tougher every year and of course, 
the range of wines, styles, and technical issues to be considered 
(in both halves of the closed-book exam) increases all the time. 
However, we are still looking for ‘generalists’ – the key to passing 
the MW exam is to have a good understanding of wines and 
winemaking in the broadest sense, it is not necessary to be a 
specialist in any one area.

I am, however, proud that we have managed to change the 
image of the examining body. ‘Secret men in suits’ was a 
description one would hear back in the ‘90s. Not only have I 
rarely worn a suit, but we have tried to make the key examiners 
available to students and to MWs; to make the relevant systems 
more transparent; to take away much of the mystery. We now give 
feedback via reports, via video or audio and in person at seminars. 
Any question raised will get an answer; we have nothing to hide 
except where it breaches confidentiality or gives any individual 
an unfair advantage. 

Another important step has been the transformation of the 
third paper, from dissertation to research paper. I was one 
who argued in favour of ditching the whole concept, but once 
the membership voted to keep it, we have seen a remarkable 
change. Of course, it’s still an ongoing process of refinement, 
but we do now have a section of the exam that provides a fair 
and meaningful test of a skill-set that will be of use to most 
professionals in the wine world.

It’s not all been plain sailing. We gradually introduced the use 
of laptops, and the year we first included the practical exam, 
there was a catastrophic set of IT failures. Students were 
genuinely angry, and we could only assure them that every report 
of disruption and stress was given individual consideration and 
mitigation. Examiners have to learn too.

The exam may not have changed its standards, but it’s a constant evolution as 
we aim to keep it relevant and fit for purpose in an ever more complex world. 
The challenges next year may be the most fiendish we have faced.

I would like to thank everyone who has helped with the exams in any way over the 
last 15 years, particularly: Emma Jenkins MW and Stephen Skelton MW who have 
been the keys to the new RP system; Peter Marks MW and Phil Tuck MW for infinite 
services to the practical exam; Penny Richards and Olly Chapman for making the 
IMW a truly open, caring and fun institution; Jean-Michel Valette MW for sage 
guidance at every step; and Neil Tully MW for carefully managing theory and bravely 
taking on my role next year, when the future suddenly looks so opaque.

John	Hoskins	MW	(UK)

See the ExamCom members on page 79

John Hoskins MW
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ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE 
CHAIR’S REPORT
When AdCom was founded at the end of 
2017 it was assigned with two important 
tasks: to encourage the best potential 
candidates worldwide to apply for the MW 
study programme, and subsequently to identify 
the very best of those applicants and accept 
them on the programme.

To reach these goals, AdCom developed and organised 
introductory courses in different countries around the world. 
At these mini-seminars, MWs introduce the programme and host 
tastings and theory-based sessions. As this strategy has proved 
to be successful previously, eight courses were scheduled in 
preparation for the 2020 application process. 

Sadly, due to the global pandemic, only the Sydney and Dublin 
courses went ahead. In response, the committee acted fast and 
introduced online webinars in place of the cancelled in-person 
sessions. Ten, two-hour classes were organised across different 
time zones and promoted via social media. The results were 
overwhelming.

We were able to attract 450 unique attendees, with some potential 
candidates attending more than one session. This led to 156 
people applying to the programme – only one short of the highest 
number on record - and 88 of those applicants were accepted and 
invited to join the programme at stage one.

The high number of webinar participants was obviously due to 
the worldwide accessibility, two-hour time frame and the fact 
they were free. The anonymity of the internet was also a factor, 
as many attendees felt more comfortable in this environment than 
receiving personal face-to-face feedback. AdCom will consider 
all these aspects for the next pre-application strategy. 

However, we know we don’t want to lose the in-person 
introductory courses as they include practical tastings, the 
opportunity to meet MWs and future candidates and also give a 
more powerful insight on the requirements to become a Master 
of Wine.

I do not doubt that the ultimate success of the webinars came 
from the engagement and enthusiasm of every single member 
of AdCom and the executive team. Matthew Forster MW, 
Mary Gorman-McAdams MW and Ying Tan MW guaranteed 
the high-quality content and cultural empathy to reach all the 

Caro Maurer MW

potential candidates worldwide in the best possible manner. 
After attending every single webinar and providing technical 
support, Sarah Harrison is not only qualified for organising the 
study programme but probably for applying to it too. 

AdCom is well aware that the success of the IMW is not about 
achieving high numbers of applicants each year, but to find 
the best of the best in the wine world, who deserve the highly 
respected MW title. And this shall be our challenge and mission 
for the future.

Caro	Maurer	MW	(Germany)

See the AdCom members on page 79
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STUDY PROGRAMME SEMINARS
Each residential seminar is coordinated by an MW and includes a variety 
of classes covering both theory and practical sessions.

Together with EdCom, the MW coordinators put 
together the programme, ensuring consistency 
across all seminars. They also add some local 
flavour to the content, depending on the location 
of the seminar, inviting experts to share their 
knowledge and experience. Each seminar 
typically includes a variety of tasting sessions, 

with the aim of introducing new students to the 
MW style of tasting. Other tasting sessions may 
focus on a variety, region, production method 
or style. The seminars include at least one mock 
exam, so students can get first-hand experience 
of mastering a 12-wine blind-tasting paper.

ADELAIDE,	
AUSTRALIA
17–22	November	2019
Stage one and stage two 
students

51 students from 15 countries; 
16 MWs from 8 countries

Coordinated by Andrea Pritzker 
MW and Stephen Wong MW

ODNEY,	UK
10–14	January	2020
Hosted by Waitrose & Partners, 
IMW principal supporter

Stage two students

63 students from 18 countries; 
14 MWs from 4 countries

Coordinated by 
Richard Hemming MW

Practical only coordinated 
by Barbara Boyle MW

RUST,	AUSTRIA
12–18	January	2020
Hosted by Austrian Wine 
Marketing Board, IMW principal 
supporter at the Austrian Wine 
Academy

Stage one students

56 students from 22 countries; 
20 MWs from 9 countries

Coordinated by Rod Smith MW

DEIDESHEIM,	
GERMANY
19–25	January	2020
Hosted by the German Wine 
Institute, the VdP and the City 
of Neustadt

Theory only students

5 students from 3 countries; 
5 MWs from 3 countries

Coordinated by 
Phil Reedman MW

WOODINVILLE,	US
27–31	January	2020
Hosted by Ste. Michelle Wine 
Estates, IMW major supporter

Stage one students

44 students from 11 countries; 
12 MWs from 3 countries

Coordinated by 
Mary Gorman-McAdams MW

NAPA,	US
3–7	February	2020
Stage two students

46 students from 7 countries; 
14 MWs from 4 countries

Coordinated by 
Amy Christine MW

Practical only coordinated 
by Adam Lapierre MW

BORDEAUX,	FRANCE
9–15	February	2020
Hosted by Dourthe, 
IMW major supporter

Stage two students

35 students from 11 countries; 
12 MWs from 7 countries

Coordinated by 
Sheri Morano MW

Napa seminar
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ADELAIDE,	AUSTRALIA

It was a bittersweet seminar in Adelaide for me, 
not least because it was my last seminar as 
co-coordinator with Andrea Pritzker MW, 
but it was also the final MW educational seminar 
under the aegis of Olly Chapman – who was 
fared well at the final dinner. At the seminar, 
we have both stage one and stage two students 
spread across four rooms at the National Wine 
Centre, including a record proportion of stage 
ones this year – nearly half of the entire 
student body!

We were fortunate to have a rotating roster of 
a diverse group of MWs. The team of volunteers 
giving up their time and expertise has always 
remained a lynchpin of the IMW’s spirit and 
character – Adelaide 2019 distilled that spirit 
to a fine point.

Richard Hemming MW, Caro Maurer MW and 
myself used the Adelaide seminar as a testbed 
for the now universally adopted new system of 
providing feedback for the practical sessions, 
and we also did some work on the theory/essay 
writing presentations which Caro, Vicky Burt 
MW and Rod Smith MW put together for the 
stage one students. There were masterclasses 
by Caro, Edward Ragg MW and Fongyee Walker 
MW, as well as one presented by Andrea 
and myself, and a walk-around tasting by 
Emma Jenkins MW. Wine Australia presented 
a viticultural masterclass with four esteemed 
Australian viticulturists and put on a lovely 
dinner of great Australian classic wines in the 
Botanic Gardens Restaurant.

Another bittersweet moment was the field trip 
when we took the 51 students to the Adelaide 
Hills. We visited Shaw & Smith vineyard in the 
morning and Anderson Hill at Lenswood in the 
afternoon, where Golding Wines, Henschke, 
Pike & Joyce, Turon Wines and Anderson Hill put 
on a masterclass. This was only a month before 
the devastating Cudlee Creek bushfire would 
wipe out a heart-breaking amount of vineyards, 
buildings and wines which we tasted.

Participating in the educational seminars 
is one of the most rewarding and authentic 
experiences in the IMW, and I will greatly miss 
the opportunity to work with these fantastic 
people in Adelaide, but I’m most excited to 
see what Edward and Andrea organise for this 
year’s seminar.

Stephen	Wong	MW	(New	Zealand)

ODNEY,	UK

The Odney seminar ran very smoothly in 2020, 
thanks to a great team of volunteering MWs 
with strong support from the executive team. 
Several significant improvements were made 
based on feedback from last year’s seminar, 
including a reconfiguration of the self-pour 
tasting room to allow more space, replacing 
the gala dinner with a more casual mid-week 
BYO, and implementing projected answers for 
giving feedback on tastings. This last change is 
the single most significant one, made possible 
by newly installed AV equipment at the Odney 
venue. While there are still some issues to 
solve, using this technology (ie, taking pictures 
of answers on smartphones and displaying 
them on screens) has definitely helped to give 
candidates clearer and more useful feedback.

Other content during the week included seven 
masterclass-style tastings, including one using 
samples specially prepared by Iain Munson 
MW to show the impact of differing levels of 
oak. This was in response to a general student 
request for more content at seminars, rather 
than just focusing on technique. We have 
already identified several relatively minor issues 
to work on for next year, relating to catering 
and providing amplification where needed, 
among other things. A longer-term problem to 
consider is satisfying both the full programme 
and practical only students within the same 
timetable – a recurrent request is allowing FP 
students access to PO sessions, which is not 
practicable under current arrangements.

The MW team were treated to another 
excellent curry night featuring some good 
French Cabernet/Merlot blends, while the 
student cohort seemed particularly positive 
and enthusiastic throughout the seminar week. 
Finally, I’d like to thank Angus, John and Patrick 
for all their help. Thanks also to the MW team, 
with particular mention to Barbara Boyle MW 
for overseeing the PO group.

Richard	Hemming	MW	(Singapore)

RUST,	AUSTRIA

Tough shoes to step into, those of the 
indefatigable Caro Maurer MW, but somehow 
we managed to hold Rust together this year.

Aided massively by a very enthusiastic – if 
rather large at 56 – student group and the 
wonderful hospitality of Pepi Schuller MW at 
Weinakademie, through the generous support 
of the Austrian Wine Marketing Board.

With just a matter of hours to go, two of the 
principal guest speakers were forced to pull 
out, one because he was required to remain in 
Australia to help mitigate the vine-implications 
of the bushfires, and the other through sickness. 
With the very kind support of Gonzalez Byass 
(UK), and the creativity of Natasha Hughes MW, 
we managed to supplement what had been lost 
with a wonderful Sherry masterclass.

Also presenting with scant notice, special thanks 
to Jonas Röjerman MW who gave the group no 
excuse not to understand the Swedish monopoly, 
and Justin Knock MW who spoke expertly and 
entertainingly about oak.

A real highlight was Christian Seely of AXA 
Millésimes, who I had collared immediately after 
last year’s marathon du Médoc – when I felt he 
might be at his least able to generate an excuse 
of polite declination – and who, I think it is more 
than fair to say, came up trumps. He presented 
a vertical tasting of Pichon Baron 2009–2016, 
which will live long in the memory of all those 
who were lucky enough to attend.

As at the other seminars, all practical feedback 
sessions were with on-screen display of answers 
rather than only reading out loud, and immediate 
availability of crib-sheets, and this has been a 
well received development indeed, from both 
sides of the table.

I am hugely indebted to a whole raft of people 
for their time, expertise and organisation. 
All the MWs who attended, of course, the 
executive team, especially Angus and Patrick 
who attended, and many others besides. You 
know who you are.

It feels that all the increasingly stringent entry 
requirements to the programme are paying 
dividends, and this was a highly energised group 
amongst whom I feel sure are very many future 
MWs-to-be.

Rod	Smith	MW	(France)

DEIDESHEIM,	GERMANY

Hosted by the VDP, the German Wine Institute 
and the City of Neustadt, five students and 
a rotating roster of MWs spent a week at the 
Von Winning Estate in Deidesheim. Honing 
their essay writing skills by day the students 
maintained their tasting skills by night at 
dinners and tastings coordinated by the VDP.

Steve Charters MW, James Davis MW and 
Rod Smith MW, the latter having hot-footed 
it from Rust, supported the students through 
the week. James Davis MW shadowed me as 
seminar coordinator this year; regrettably 
my tenure as theory only coordinator has 
come to its conclusion. Guest appearances 
from Beverley Blanning MW and Alison 
Flemming MW provided students with valuable 
insights into exam technique and paper three 
respectively. Adrian Garforth MW gave the 
students a rousing pep talk.

Several guest speakers were invited and the 
students, and MWs, gained valuable insight 
into a broad range of subjects. Prof. Dr. Ulrich 
Fischer from Neustadt University presented 
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on terroir. Prof. Dr. Gergely Szolnoki from 
Geisenheim University spoke about market 
research techniques and the German wine 
market. Prof. Dr. Monika Christmann from 
Geisenheim University discussed the challenges 
of alcohol management in wine. The German 
Wine Institute’s Steffen Schindler presented us 
with a detailed presentation on the market for 
German wines. Felicity Carter, editor in chief 
at Meiningers Wine Business International, 
spoke to the students helping them with paper 
five areas and provoking a few uncomfortable 
thoughts about the wine world’s future.

A field trip to the Deutsches Weintor cooperative 
provided a wealth of insight into the workings of 
cooperative wineries, a side of the German wine 
industry new to most of us.

It would be remiss not to note the special thanks 
that are due to Katharina Huber from the VDP, 
without whose organisational skills the theory 
only seminar would not have happened.

Phil	Reedman	MW	(Australia)

WOODINVILLE,	US

After a successful first experience in 2019, 2020 
marked the second year that the stage one North 
America seminar week was held in Washington 
State, thanks to the continued generosity of Ste. 
Michelle Wine Estates. 

This year we had 44 students from 11 different 
countries. Leading into the seminar week 
students had the opportunity to attend a 
weekend pre-programme – a deep dive into 
Washington wines and winery visits organised 
by the Washington State Wine and the 
Woodinville Wine Country Association.

The seminar week was packed. Each morning 
started with a practice 12-wine blind-tasting, 
including a calibration type tasting led by Lisa 
Perrotti-Brown MW and Matthew Stubbs MW 
after which students received feedback to 
help prepare them for the mock exam the 
following morning.

We had a stellar line up of plenary sessions 
and guest speakers to fill the afternoons. 
Highlights included eminent climatologist 
Dr. Greg Jones, PhD (director of Evenstad Center 
for Wine Education, Linfield College) who led a 
compelling seminar and discussion on weather 
and climate influences on viticulture and wine 
production.

An absolute highlight of the week for students 
and MWs alike was the expansive Burgundy 
tasting led by Charles Curtis MW and Nick 
Jackson MW. The depth of their knowledge as 
well as their personal narrative provided an 
incredible useful learning experience for the 
students as through the lens of the wines, they 
took us up and down villages, across different 
terroirs and different quality levels.

Evenings were filled with extensive interactive 
tastings, great food, and a chance not just to 
taste a vast array of Washington State wines 
but also to talk with winery owners and 
winemakers. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates, 
Washington State Wine and the Woodinville 
Wine Country Association each hosted separate 
evening events.

It takes a team, and Woodinville 2020 would 
not have been possible without the energy 
and commitment from my fellow MWs, or 
the incredible work from our amazing NA 
administrator Nancy and Patrick at HQ.

Mary	Gorman-McAdams	MW	(US)

NAPA,	US

The stage two/PO NA residential seminar in 
Napa Valley had 14 Masters of Wine and 46 
students participating. As tradition dictates, 
students had practical tastings in the mornings, 
and on the first day were treated to immediate 
individual feedback from MWs to get them on the 
right track from the start. 

Three rigorous plenary tasting sessions were 
organised by NA stage two PO coordinator 
Adam Lapierre MW featuring a tour of Italy 

with Eric Hemer MW/MS and Peter Marks 
MW, classic and diverse wines of Australia 
(sponsored by Wine Australia and led by former 
student, Mark Davidson), and finally an ‘easily 
confused wines’ session focused on tasting 
laterals by Amy Christine MW and Mary Margaret 
McCamic MW. Afternoon theory workshops 
provided students with content as well as the 
opportunity to exercise their newly gained 
knowledge with essay writing skills. These 
sessions were comprised of bulk shipping, led by 
Nova Cadamatre MW, global consolidation, led 
by Eric Hemer MW/MS and Matt Deller MW and 
contemporary issues, led by Dilek Caner MW 
and Elsa Macdonald MW. 

The evenings were also packed with tasting 
opportunities including the annual Robert 
Mondavi Winery dinner, the new Napa Valley 
Vintners ‘speed dating with a winemaker’ dinner 
and the Jackson Family Wines walk-around 
tasting. The seminar concluded Friday with 
the IMWNA annual Bordeaux tasting, where 
participating students had the opportunity to 
taste over 65 wines from the 2015 Bordeaux 
vintage. All in all, a busy, informative and fun 
week for both students and MWs.

Amy	Christine	MW	(US)

BORDEAUX,	FRANCE

The 2020 seminar in Bordeaux marked the 20th 
anniversary of the programme being held at 
Chateau Pey la Tour in Salleboeuf. The seminar 
was attended by 35 students and a fabulous 
team of 12 MWs.

The week began with a calibration exercise 
led by Colin Gent MW, Rebecca Gibb MW, Ulf 
Sjodin MW and Cathy Van Zyl MW. Almudena 
Alberca MW and Richard Kershaw MW lectured 
on the impact of lees while guest speaker 
Martine Bounet addressed the students on the 
impact breathing techniques have on sensorial 
experiences. The mock exam was held Tuesday 
morning and all students received detailed 
feedback before the end of the week. Alexander 

Hall of Vineyard Intelligence delivered a 
fascinating lecture and students were inspired 
by advice from Beverley Blanning MW and Cathy 
Van Zyl MW on how to approach the theory exam. 
The students also enjoyed a beautiful afternoon 
exploring and discussing the vineyards at 
Château La Garde. 

Tim Jackson MW and Sarah Knowles MW gave 
a masterclass on Napa Valley and Michelle 
Cherutti-Kowal MW guided the students through 
Burgundy. Lydia Harrison MW offered students 
her insights into the research paper.

We would like to say a sincere thank you to 
Dourthe for their hospitality, support and 
generosity, especially to Mathieu Chadronnier, 
Marie-Hélène Inquimbert and Patrick Jestin. 

On a more personal note, I would like to thank 
all of the MWs who shared their time, energy 
and expertise that week. This was my final year 
as the Bordeaux seminar coordinator and it 
has been a true pleasure to serve the IMW and 
the students in this capacity. I am extremely 
delighted however to pass the torch to Michelle 
Cherutti-Kowal MW, who I know will put together 
an outstanding programme in 2021.

Sheri	Sauter	Morano	MW	(US)
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E.&J.	GALLO	WINERY	WEBINARS
IMW major supporter E.&J. Gallo Winery hosted a series of 
webinars for MW students in the spring. The webinars, organised 
and moderated by Nicholas Paris MW, were created in place of 
the annual student trip. At each session, a Gallo guest presented 
on the topics of marketing, sales, quality control, viticulture and 
winemaking. Over 100 students tuned into each webinar and had 
the opportunity to ask questions to assist in their studies.

CLARE	VALLEY,	AUSTRALIA
15–16	November	2019
With Wine Australia

MCLAREN	VALE,	AUSTRALIA
23	November	2019
With Wine Australia

WASHINGTON	STATE,	US
24–25	January	2020
With Washington State Wine Board 

NAPA,	US
31	January	–	2	February	2020
With Napa Valley Vintners

PORTO	AND	DOURO,	PORTUGAL
3–6	March	2020
With IMW supporter Symington Family Estates, 
Quinta do Noval (part of AXA Millésimes, 
IMW principal supporter) and the Fladgate 
Partnership 

BORDEAUX,	FRANCE	
9–12	March	2020
With IMW supporter Les Conseil des Grands 
Crus Classés en 1855

STUDENT TRIPS
The IMW’s supporters and the global wine community have once again 
generously hosted MW students during the 2019–2020 academic year. 

Bordeaux student trip

Washington State student trip
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BURSARIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS
IMW supporters and friends in the trade have kindly provided students 
with the opportunity to apply for bursaries and scholarships during the 
academic year.

CONSTELLATION	
BRANDS	NORTH	
AMERICA	
SCHOLARSHIPS

A	principal	supporter	of	the	IMW,	Constellation	
Brands	offers	two	scholarships	a	year	to	North	
America-based	students	in	the	MW	study	
programme.	

The first of the two scholarships was awarded 
to Sonoma-based wine writer and educator 
Matthew Gaughan, who achieved the highest 
overall score of any NA student in the stage one 
assessment. Matthew is currently developing 
a personally curated online wine club for 
enthusiasts looking for unusual and unique 
wines from around the world. He received a 
$1,000 scholarship to assist with his MW studies. 

Sandeep Ghaey was awarded the 2020 stage two 
scholarship and received $2,000 to support his 
preparation for the MW exam. Sandeep achieved 
his CMS Advanced Sommelier certification in 
2016 and has more than 15 years’ experience 
working in the wine and hospitality industries. 
After spending time in restaurants and 
distribution, he established Vinic Wine, a wine 
bar and education hub in Chicago.

Matthew and Sandeep were also both offered the 
chance to visit Constellation Brands in Napa and 
meet  with key personnel from winery production 
and marketing.

GEORGE	T.	
GAMBLIN	
MEMORIAL	
SCHOLARSHIP

Mary	Margaret	McCamic	MW	established	
the	George	T.	Gamblin	Memorial	scholarship	
in	2018	in	honour	of	her	late	father,	a	retired	
doctor	and	former	US	Naval	officer.	The	
scholarship	was	founded	with	the	hope	of	
inspiring	top	wine	students	to	relate	wine	
to	something	beyond	the	textbook.

Eligible students are required to submit a wine-
related original piece, and the topic will vary 
in format each year. The scholarship is usually 
awarded annually to a second-year MW student 
who demonstrates a particular appreciation 
for how wine taps into our creative senses. 
However this year, amid the Covid-19 crisis and 
the cancellation of the MW closed-book exam 
and stage one assessment, Mary Margaret 
wanted to provide an additional scholarship 
opportunity that allowed students to find 
inspiration in wine. She collaborated with the 
two estates she represents, Screaming Eagle 
and Domaine Bonneau du Martray, as well as 
sister properties JONATA and the Hilt Estate to 
provide a donation to the IMW, to be distributed 
to the winner.

The 2019 recipient was Nicholas Poletto, a 
practical only MW student who received $500 to 
be used toward his MW studies. Growing up in 
the US, Nicholas began his wine career in 2002 
working for a wine distributor in New York City 
and, after working in sales, followed by assisting 
in winemaking in Martinborough, NZ, is now 
director of education at Kobrand Corporation. 
The 2020 scholarship was awarded to Chris 
Martin, a stage one MW student currently based 
in London, where he works for WSET as the head 
of educator training and is a regular judge at 
international wine competitions.

LALLEMAND	BURSARY

IMW	supporter	Lallemand	awarded	Teresa	
Cedenilla	and	Florencia	Gomez	in	their	annual	
bursary	for	MW	students.	Lallemand,	a	leading	
producer	of	wine	yeast,	bacteria	and	their	
nutrients,	first	established	the	bursary	in	2010.	

To be considered for the 2020 bursary, stage 
one and two MW students were asked to write 
an essay on ‘what are the key parameters to 
consider for bulk wine during shipment and how 
can it affect the quality of the wine?’ Originally, 
the prize was for one overall winner, but due to 
the quality of the essays received, Lallemand 
awarded two prizes, first place to Teresa and 
second place to Florencia. 

Stage two student Teresa was awarded £1,500 
to support her MW studies. Born and raised in 
Spain, Teresa Cedenilla has worked for Wine 
Intelligence and Bulgheroni Family Vineyards in 
London and Masaveu Family Wineries in Spain, 
where she is currently working as the export 
area manager for Europe, US and Canada. 
The second prize of £500 was awarded to 
stage one student Florencia Gomez. Florencia 
is originally from Mendoza, Argentina and 
has worked several harvests in Napa Valley, 
Mendoza, Burgundy, and Croatia after 
completing her winemaking degree. She is 
now freelancing in London, developing wine 
digital marketing strategies, and creating 
content for multiple projects around the world. 

AXA	MILLÉSIMES	SCHOLARSHIP

The	AXA	Millésimes	scholarship,	now	in	its	
twelfth	year,	gives	the	winners	a	unique	insight	
into	the	portfolio	of	AXA	Millésimes	properties	
in	Bordeaux,	and	beyond.	

The 2020 chosen scholars were Nicoletta Dicova, 
a Bulgarian journalist/communicator, based 
in Italy; Cherie Xin Huang, a Napa Valley wine 
educator from China; Portuguese winemaker 
Tiago Macena; Fleur Pushack, from London’s 
Domaine of the Bee; and German Elena 
Rameder, sommelier at Restaurant Hofmeister, 
Austria. As soon as the Covid-19 pandemic 
restrictions lift and it is safe to travel, the 
winning scholars will visit the Medoc, based 
at Chateau Pichon Baron in Pauillac, as well 
as neighbouring Château Pibran, and leading 
1er Cru Château Suduiraut in Sauternes. 

During this three day stay in Bordeaux, they 
will spend time with the winemakers, tour the 
vineyards and develop their blending skills in the 
cellars. Concluding this spectacular prize is an 
all-expenses-paid trip to Quinta do Noval estate 
in the Douro valley, where the winners will stay 
in the Quinta house, high above Pinhão, tour 
the vineyards and taste Quinta do Noval ports 
and still wines. The scholarship was open to 
all stage one and two students in the MW study 
programme. Entrants were asked to research 
and write a 1,000 word essay on the following 
highly topical subject, set by AXA Millésimes: 
Do the Douro Valley’s unfortified dry white 
wines have the quality potential to become 
an important part of the future of the region, 
both in terms of economics and reputation?
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SOMMFOUNDATION,	DAVID	A.	
CARPENTER	SCHOLARSHIP

The	annual	SommFoundation,	David	A.	
Carpenter	MW	student	scholarship	was	
awarded	to	Phillip	Anderson	and	Lindsay	
Groves,	who	each	received	a	$2,500	scholarship	
to	assist	with	the	cost	of	their	studies.

Phillip Anderson is vice president of sales 
for CBC BevCo which produces Twisted 
Cedar wines, a project of the Cedar Band of 
Paiutes. Phillip is also the international wine 
specialist for Beach Box Ibiza’s upcoming resort. 
He lives in Davis California with his wife and 
two daughters. Lindsay Groves is a certified 
sommelier, WSET certified wine educator 
and wine journalist based in Toronto, Canada. 
Lindsay currently represents Taylor Fladgate as 
the Ontario Brand Ambassador and works with 
Loblaw Companies Ltd. She has over 15 years of 
experience in the wine and hospitality industry 
and holds a winery and viticulture technician 
diploma and the WSET Diploma. 

The mission of the SommFoundation (The 
Guild of Sommeliers Education Foundation) 
is to assist wine and spirits professionals 
to achieve the highest level of proficiency 
and accreditation in the food and beverage 
industry. SommFoundation provides enrichment 
opportunities and scholarships to sommeliers, 
restaurant professionals, wine journalists, and 
winemakers to elevate the level of competency 
in the understanding of the world of wine 
and spirits. The David A. Carpenter Masters 
of Wine scholarship, sponsored by David and 
Diane Carpenter, was created to support the 
mission of SommFoundation. The Carpenters 
work to collaborate with a wide range of wine 
organisations in an effort to include all wine 
professionals seeking to further their knowledge 
and passion for wine.

THE	CONVERSION	GROUP	
SCHOLARSHIP

In	2018	the	Conversion	Group	–	a	private	
investment	vehicle	with	a	global	portfolio	of	
lifestyle	and	creative	businesses	–	announced	
the	establishment	of	a	large	scholarship	fund,	
solely	for	MW	students.

The scholarship will give up to ten scholarships 
a year, awarding a financial aid of £5,000 each 
to help students with their MW study journey. 
The ten students receiving the 2020 scholarship 
were Alexandra Alexandrova, Sarah Benson, 
Monika Bielka-Vescovi, Michelle Bouffard, Lettie 
Fardon, Magdalena Kaiser, Cathy Marston, 
Etienne Paumier, Aileen Sevier and Jennifer 
Smith. In addition to the £5,000, the Conversion 
Group offered the scholars the opportunity to 
take part in its IWSC judging and to get involved 
with Club Oenologique, its consumer magazine 
and website.

DEROUET-JAMESON	MEMORIAL	
FOUNDATION	AWARD

The	Derouet-Jameson	Memorial	Foundation	
Award	is	made	each	year	to	up	to	two	
candidates	and	covers	the	cost	of	the	winner’s	
application	fee,	their	stage	one	fees	and	£250	
towards	their	travel.	

The 2019 winners were Coralie Strong and Lisa 
McElhinney. Established in 1979, the Derouet 
Jameson Memorial Foundation (DJMF) is one 
of the largest charitable sponsors of wine trade 
education in the UK. The DJMF was set up in 
memory of two noted figures in the British wine 
trade – Tim Derouet MC, who ran Brown Gore 
and Welch in the 1960s and Geoffrey Jameson 
CVO MW, who was IMW chair in 1971 and 
managing director of Justerini and Brooks – 
and is committed to promoting and supporting 
education in the wine industry through awards 
and educational bursaries.

WINE	SCHOLAR	GUILD	
SCHOLARSHIPS

Each	year,	the	Wine	Scholar	Guild	awards	
scholarships	to	three	MW	students	for	the	
French	Wine	Scholar,	Italian	Wine	Scholar	and	
Spanish	Wine	Scholar	study	and	certification	
programmes.	

These scholarships are designed to allow 
students preparing for the MW exam to 
further and strengthen their French, Italian 
and Spanish wine knowledge. The 2019 winners 
of the scholarships were Nicoletta Dicova 
(French Wine Scholar), Katia Iontcheva (Italian 
Wine Scholar) and Ashlee Howell (Spanish Wine 
Scholar). All winners were rewarded with a full 
tuition of their scholar programme in distance-
learning format.
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ANNUAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY 2019
The annual awards ceremony celebrates the 
inauguration of the new MWs to the IMW and 
recognises individual excellence in areas of 
the MW exam. Masters of Wine from around 
the globe fly into London for the occasion to 
welcome the new MW vintage. The 14 MWs 

14
NEW MASTERS 

OF WINE

honoured at the ceremony were announced 
as Masters of Wine in February and August of 
2019. The new members are based in Australia, 
China, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Spain, Sweden, the UK and the US.

Standing, left to right: Edward 
Ragg MW (China), Jonas Rojerman 
MW (Sweden), Julien Boulard 
MW (China), Brenden Jansen MW 
(Australia), Nick Jackson MW (US), 
Harriet Tindal MW (Ireland), Dominic 
Farnsworth MW (UK), Jonas Tofterup 
MW (Spain), Lydia Harrison MW (UK), 
Gus Zhu MW (China). Seated, left to 
right: Edouard Baijot MW (France), 
Thomas Curtius MW (Germany), 
Rufus Olins, former IMW executive 
director, Chris Davey, 2019 master 
vintner, Adrian Garforth MW, IMW 
chair, Christine Marsiglio MW (UK), 
Heidi Mäkinen MW (Finland).

PLEASE CLICK HERE
TO WATCH THE ANNUAL
AWARDS CEREMONY 2019

https://vimeo.com/377518253
https://www.mastersofwine.org/adrian-garforth-mw
https://www.mastersofwine.org/julien-boulard-mw
https://www.mastersofwine.org/julien-boulard-mw
https://www.mastersofwine.org/thomas-curtius-mw
https://www.mastersofwine.org/dominic-farnsworth-mw
https://www.mastersofwine.org/dominic-farnsworth-mw
https://www.mastersofwine.org/lydia-harrison-mw
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MW AWARDS 2019
Seven individual awards are given during the ceremony by IMW 
supporters and the IMW chair, to the MWs who performed exceptionally 
in a particular area of the MW exam.

THE	IMW	CHAIR’S	AWARD
Julien	Boulard	MW
For his top performance in the business 
of wine paper

Presented by IMW Chair, Adrian Garforth MW

ROBERT	MONDAVI	
WINERY	AWARD
Edward	Ragg	MW	
For his outstanding performance across 
all of the theory papers

Presented by Mark de Vere MW 
of Constellation Brands

THE	VILLA	MARIA	AWARD
Dominic	Farnsworth	MW
For his outstanding knowledge and 
understanding of viticulture in the MW exam

Presented by Angela Lewis, Villa Maria market 
executive for UK and Ireland

THE	NOVAL	AWARD
Edward	Ragg	MW
For the best research paper by a new MW

Presented by Christian Seely, managing director 
of AXA Millésimes

TARANSAUD	TONNELLERIE	
AWARD
Christine	Marsiglio	MW	
For her excellent knowledge in the production 
and handling of wine paper

Presented by Henri de Pracomtal, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Chêne et Cie, the parent 
company of Taransaud

THE	MADAME	BOLLINGER	MEDAL
Christine	Marsiglio	MW	
For her outstanding tasting ability

Presented by Andrew Hawes, managing director 
of Mentzendorff & Co Ltd

IMW	OUTSTANDING	
ACHIEVEMENT	AWARD
SPONSORED	BY	THE	AUSTRIAN	WINE	
MARKETING	BOARD	(AWMB)

Thomas	Curtius	MW	
For his outstanding performance in all areas 
of the exam

Presented by Willi Klinger, managing director 
of AWMB
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VINTAGE MASTERS OF WINE
As well as welcoming the 14 new Masters of Wine, the IMW honoured 
three members who celebrated their 50 and 60 year MW anniversary.

50	YEARS	OF	MEMBERSHIP

Jack	de	Carteret	MW
Born in Bordeaux, 1932, Jack has spent his whole working life 
in wine. He spent 15 years (less two for National Service) with 
Sichel & Co (Bordeaux), working with Allan Sichel then later Peter 
Sichel, six years with Greene King & Sons (Bury St Edmunds), 
five years with F & E May (London), and 23 years with Eldridge 
Pope & Co (Dorset). Throughout his career, Jack has covered most 
aspects of the trade from administrative to buying and selling.

Ken	Christie	MW	
Ken was born in the UK where he lives, but has also lived in 
Lausanne and Paris. After many years as a soldier, and studying 
hotel management at Westminster, Ken entered the wine trade, 
working for B. Grant & Co (Grants of St James’s, London). 
He moved to the retail side of the trade as regional director for 
Victoria Wine before joining Tochards & Son as managing director, 
and then as director of Hatch Mansfield. Ken founded his own 
company in 1973 before selling in 1990, when he became deeply 
involved with wine interests in Canada. Ken continued to work 
as a consultant until he retired in 2012.

60	YEARS	OF	MEMBERSHIP

Robin	Blackburne	MW	(1933	to	2020)
To read about Robin’s career in wine, see page 83

Annual awards ceremony 2019
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GRUPO	RIOJA

Grupo Rioja comprises 55 wineries from 
the three areas of the Qualified Designation 
of Origin (DOCa) in the Rioja region – Rioja Alta, 
Rioja Alavesa and Rioja Oriental.

Founded in 1968 as ‘Grupo de Criadores y 
Exportadores de Rioja’, it was originally a 
consortium focused on the export of Rioja wines, 
being the first organisation to promote the 
overall Rioja brand to the international market.

Today Grupo Rioja represents more than 75 per 
cent of the region’s sales. The group promotes 
the competitiveness of its wineries and lead 
initiatives aimed at improving the positioning 
of its wines and promoting ‘Rioja’, through the 
development of wine tourism.

The activity of the group is essential in the 
socio-economic development of the wine region, 
as they buy grapes from more than 11,000 
winemakers and employ over 2,700 people 
in the area.

On joining the IMW’s family of international 
supporters Fernando Salamero, Grupo Rioja 
chairman said, “Grupo Rioja already work 
closely with many members of the Institute 
of Masters of Wine – from both in Spain and 
around the world. Our mission is based on the 
dissemination of wine culture in general and 
Rioja in particular, and so we are pleased to 
strengthen our collaboration with the IMW 
by becoming a supporter.”

SANTA	RITA	ESTATES

Santa Rita Estates (SRE) comprises Santa Rita 
and Carmen from Chile, and Doña Paula from 
Argentina.

Santa Rita enjoys success in key markets across 
the globe as well as being one of the best-selling 
brands in Chile. Sebastian Labbé is the head 
winemaker of the ultra-premium Casa Real 
and is an integral part of SRE’s WiSe vineyard 
regeneration scheme.

Established in 1850, Carmen is one of the 
oldest wineries in Chile, where rising-star Emily 
Faulconer is the winemaker.

On the other side of the Andes, Doña Paula 
wines – headed up by winemaker Marcos 
Fernandez – are reaping the rewards of its hard 
work, dedication and vision by scooping up 
awards in the 2019 wine competitions, including 
Malbec Trophy in the International Wine 
Challenge.

Sustainability is top of SRE’s agenda in every 
part of the winemaking process – from the 
vineyards to the final distribution – and they have 
a fully integrated environmental and commercial 
sustainability programme in place.

Terry Pennington, export commercial director, 
SRE said, “We are delighted to be continuing 
our support of the IMW for another three years 
and feel privileged to be aligned to a brand 
synonymous with excellence within the world 
of wine. Our shared longstanding commitment 
to wine education and promotion of excellence 
makes the IMW a perfect partner to our Santa 
Rita Estate brands.”

IMW SUPPORTERS
The IMW has 31 supporters from around the world, who work jointly with 
the IMW to promote its mission of excellence, interaction and learning 
across all sectors of the global wine community.

NEW SUPPORTERS

PRINCIPAL	SUPPORTERS:

MAJOR	SUPPORTERS:

SUPPORTERS:

Le Conseil des Grands 
Crus Classés en 1855

Estates & Wines

Familia Torres

Gonzalez Byass

Grupo Rioja

Hatch Mansfield

Lallemand

MACH Flynt, Inc./DC Flynt 
MW Selections

Maison Louis Latour

Primum Familiae Vini

Santa Rita Estates

Silicon Valley Bank

Südtirol/Alto Adige Wines

Swiss Wine

Symington Family Estates

Trentodoc

Villa Maria Group

The Vintners’ Company

Austrian Wine 
Marketing Board

AXA Millésimes

Constellation Brands

Madame Bollinger 
Foundation

Waitrose & Partners

Dourthe

E. & J. Gallo Winery

Istituto Grandi Marchi

Jackson Family Wines

Riedel

Ste. Michelle Wine Estates

Taransaud Tonnellerie

Wine Institute
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IMW NORTH AMERICA 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The year started out on a positive note for the IMWNA as we 
sought to work closely with the IMW to expand the mission of both 
organisations by promoting the IMW across the North American 
wine industry.

Historically, much of the IMWNA activity has focused on events. 
Led by the committee chair, Tim Marson MW, the fall of 2019 
featured a hugely successful Champagne tasting in San Francisco. 
The tasting featured two walk-around sessions attended by 196 
people who tasted 122 Champagnes as well as two seated tastings 
each featuring 16 wines that were sampled by 52 attendees. 
January also featured the annual Bordeaux tasting, which had 
125 attendees and showcased 69 wines.

Unfortunately, as with the rest of the world, most in person 
wine events are now on hold. The Champagne tasting for 2020 
is postponed as is the planning for any other smaller events 
we had hoped to hold in 2020. We are investigating the possibility 
of virtual events as an alternative, and we are hopeful that we 
may still be able to go ahead with the Bordeaux tasting in 
January 2021.

Amidst so much uncertainty, the IMWNA board has turned our 
attention to thinking about ways we can continue to engage with 
the trade here in North America. One of the key issues that has 
come to light over the last several months is the serious need 
for the wine industry to do more to embrace diversity and to 
foster a stronger sense of inclusion. To that end, the board has 
been working on strengthening our relationships with other 
North American organisations and reaffirming our commitment 
to opening channels of communication and support specifically 
for BIPOC members of the wine industry. The IMWNA board has 
also made clear our strong support for the initiatives of the newly 
formed IMW diversity, inclusion and transformation committee.

We continue to be pleased with the growth of our organisation 
here in the US and Canada. We remain hopeful that by all working 
together the positive reputation of the Master of Wine title in 
North America will only continue to expand in the years to come. 

Sheri	Sauter	Morano	MW	(US)

Sheri Sauter Morano MW

Champagne tasting
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Income

HONORARY  
TREASURER’S REPORT
Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2020

OVERVIEW

This year has brought some challenges for the IMW as we 
started to see the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, which is 
unfortunately set to have a much more significant effect on the 
results for the coming year. Changes in senior management and 
a reduction in education income have affected profitability and 
resulted in a loss for the year. 

The financial results for the year were as follows:

More detailed analysis and explanation of the results follows.

INCOME,	DIRECT	EXPENDITURE	
AND	GROSS	SURPLUS

The table below shows the breakdown of income by area of activity:

2020
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

Corporate	support 357.5 28.6 328.9

Study	programme	income 1,447.9 18.3 1,429.6

Membership	income 98.4 4.0 94.4

Events	and	trips	 42.5 (94.4) 136.9

Symposium	2018 0.0 (363.9) 363.9

Total 1,946.3 (407.4) 2,353.7

   Corporate support and general 
18%

   Membership income 
5%

   Study programme income 
75%

   MW events, trips and room hire 
2%

Laura Evans ACA MW

2020		
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

Income 1,946.3 (407.5) 2,353.8

Direct	expenditure	–	staff	costs (461.9) (73.4) (388.5)

Direct	expenditure	–	other (1,048.3) 385.6 (1,433.9)

Gross	surplus 436.1 (95.3) 531.4

Administrative	expenses (575.5) (52.0) (523.5)

Interest	receivable 7.9 0.2 7.7

Surplus	/	(deficit)	before	
taxation (131.5) (147.1) 15.6

Tax	on	surplus	/	(deficit) 0.0 (0.1) 0.1

Surplus	/	(deficit)	for	
the	financial	year (131.5) (147.2) 15.7   
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Corporate	support

Corporate support remains strong, and during the year we 
welcomed Grupo Rioja as a new supporter and Santa Rita Estates 
re-joined after a 12-month break.

Education	and	exam

In the year ended 31 March 2020, we achieved a gross surplus 
of £265.6k on direct education and exam activities, compared 
with £351.7k in the previous year. The following table shows 
the situation after an allocation of central overhead costs has 
been made. 

EDUCATION	AND	EXAM	INCOME	
AND	EXPENDITURE	

2020	
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

Income 1,447.8 18.2 1,429.6

Direct	expenditure (1,182.2) (104.3) (1,077.9)

Gross	surplus	from	
education	and	exam 265.6 (86.1) 351.7

Allocation	of	central	overheads (511.8) (16.1) (495.7)

Net	surplus	/	(deficit)	
on	education	and	exam (246.2) (102.2) (144.0)

The total student body has shown a decrease of approximately 
seven per cent compared to last year: the reduction was in 
the stage two numbers as students reaching the threshold of 
unsuccessful attempts left the programme. The admissions 
procedures are now even more robust so this should not be 
repeated in the future. The number of examination candidates 
was almost unchanged.

The costs of delivering the education and examination programme 
were higher than last year, due to additional interim staff costs 
and holiday pay following the departure of Olly Chapman, and the 
expansion of the MW introductory course into more countries.  
We are indebted to the large number of MWs who give up their 
free time at minimal or no cost to the IMW to deliver the study 
programme, research paper and exam, without which the 
programme would not be financially viable.

Events	and	trips

Income in this category was lower this year as in 2019 we had 
the trip to New Zealand attended by 39 members, and there was 
no comparable large trip this year. The trip to Chile this year was 
impacted by the political situation in the country.

The following chart shows the breakdown of direct expenditure 
by activity and is inclusive of direct staff costs:

Direct	expenses	(including	salaries)

   Supporters 
7%

   Membership 
4%

   Study programme 
85%

   MW events, trips and other 
4%
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CENTRAL	CHARGES:	ADMINISTRATION,	
GOVERNANCE,	MARKETING	AND	
COMMUNICATION	EXPENSES

The following table shows a breakdown of overheads for the year: 

2020	
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

Indirect	staff	costs 113.3 27.0 86.3

Establishment	costs 137.8 (17.6) 155.4

General	administrative	expenses 230.8 29.9 200.9

Finance	charges 59.7 11.5 48.2

Depreciation	costs 33.9 1.2 32.7

Total	administrative	expenses 575.5 52.0 523.5

From	cost	of	sales

Governance 23.4 (22.2) 45.6

Marketing	and	communications 95.6 (5.0) 100.6

Total	central	charges 694.5 24.8 669.7

Indirect salary costs relate to administration staff only, 
all other staff costs are now being allocated to the relevant 
income streams. 

Establishment costs are lower this year as we have finally 
managed to reach a settlement in respect of the dilapidations on 
our former premises in Fitzroy Square, resulting in the release 
of a provision of £16k.

The largest individual items included in general administrative 
expenses were: recruitment fees of £35.0k (2019: £57.5k); 
computer expenses of £29.4k (2019: £33.1k); and legal and 
professional fees of £72.6k (2019: £52.2k) which related to 
work on IMW governance and the continuing registration of 
trademarks worldwide.  

Included in finance charges is a loss on foreign exchange 
of £17.0k in the year (2019: gain of £0.8k). This is offset by a 
reduction in bank charges of £6.6k; additional charges were 
incurred last year relating to the symposium income and 
expenditure.

Marketing and communications costs are down by £5.0k. 
This year we have increased our spend on profile building by 
£17.3k primarily in Australia and China, but this has been offset 
by savings in other areas of £15.6k including the development 
of our new website which is now complete.

Central	overheads

  2020

  2019

£250,000

£150,000

£200,000

£100,000

£50,000

Governance Marketing and 
comms

Indirect staff 
costs

Establishment General 
admin

Finance 
charges

Depreciation
£0

TAXATION

Corporation tax is charged on those of the IMW’s activities 
which involve trade with non-members. After allocating costs 
against relevant member and non-member trading, there is no 
corporation tax payable for the year (2019: £0).
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Balance	sheet
A summarised balance sheet is set out below:

2020	
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

Fixed	assets 61.2 (29.2) 90.4

Current	assets 1,197.3 (14.4) 1,211.7

Creditors	due	within	one	year (478.7) (26.6) (452.1)

Creditors	due	after	
more	than	one	year (92.3) (82.3) (10.0)

Provision	for	liabilities 0.0 21.0 (21.0)

Net	assets 687.5 (131.5) 819.0

Capital	and	reserves:

Income	and	expenditure	account 687.5 (131.5) 819.0

Members’	funds 687.5 (131.5) 819.0

Fixed	assets

The decrease in fixed assets relates largely to depreciation on the 
fitout costs for the Riverlight Quay office.

Current	assets

Debtors include a non-current balance of £350k lent to the 
Masters of Wine Endowment Company on a 20-year loan 
agreement (2019: £350k). Trade debtors increased by £65k as a 
result of timing differences in the receipt of sponsorship money 
from our supporters, which was offset by a corresponding 
reduction in the cash balance. 

Creditors

The creditors figure due after more than one year of £92.3k 
relates to income received in advance for the 2022 symposium.

Provision	for	liabilities

This provision related to the liability for dilapidations on 
its leasehold premises in Fitzroy Square, which has now been 
settled. The final figure agreed was £5k compared to the original 
provision of £21k, enabling £16k to be released to the profit and 
loss account.

CONCLUSION

The loss this year has been a combination of one-off costs from 
staff changes, together with investment in the future: ensuring 
we admit and nurture those students with the best chance of 
success in the exam, and enhancing and protecting our reputation 
worldwide. The current global pandemic has necessitated the 
cancellation of the 2020 exam, and a complete reorganisation of 
the education programme to allow for social distancing which will 
have a significant effect on the year to March 2021. We are doing 
all we can to minimise the financial impact in these difficult times, 
and I would like to thank the executive team for all they are doing 
to keep the IMW functioning despite the difficulties of remote 
working and constantly changing safety guidance and regulations. 
I am confident that with their help we can look ahead to a return 
to profitability in the following year.

Laura	Evans	ACA	MW	(UK)
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Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2020

OVERVIEW

During the year we have been investing the Masters of Wine 
Endowment Company funds on a staged basis. Unfortunately, 
the year-end coincided with the Covid-19 outbreak and the 
corresponding impact on the financial markets, so we are 
showing a loss for the year on the carrying value of the 
investments. Since the year end the markets have recovered 
and the current position is considerably improved.

Financial results for the year were as follows:

2020
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

Income 96.0 (0.4) 96.4

Direct	expenditure (6.2) (2.3) (3.9)

Gross	surplus	/	(deficit) 89.8 (2.7) 92.5

Administrative	expenses (20.1) (10.7) (9.4)

Operating	surplus	/	(deficit) 69.7 (13.4) 83.1

Dividends	from	investments 2.5 2.5 0.0

Interest	receivable 1.7 (0.1) 1.8

Interest	payable (35.6) 0.6 (36.2)

Gain/(loss)	on	revaluation	
of	investments	 (55.3) (55.3) 0.0

Surplus	/	(deficit)	before	taxation (17.0) (65.7) 48.7

Tax	on	surplus	/	(deficit) (11.9) (2.4) (9.5)

Surplus	/	(deficit)	for	
the	financial	year (28.9) (68.1) 39.2

More detailed analysis of the results follows:MASTERS OF WINE ENDOWMENT 
COMPANY HONORARY 
TREASURER’S REPORT

INCOME

2020
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

MWEC	auction	income 0.0 (0.4) 0.4

Rental	income 96.0 0.0 96.0

Total	income 96.0 (0.4) 96.4

The rent income is the rent paid by the Institute of Masters of 
Wine in respect of the Riverlight property.

ADMINISTRATIVE	EXPENSES

The following table shows a breakdown of administration 
expenses for the year:

Legal fees include a provision for the governance review of the 
memorandum and articles of association of the MWEC, which is 
currently in process. General administrative expenses include 
investment management fees from our external fund managers, 
and honoraria for our three MW investment officers.

2020
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

Legal	and	professional	fees 5.0 4.9 0.1

Auditor’s	fees 6.8 2.8 4.0

Property	valuation	fee 0.8 0.0 0.8

General	administrative	expenses 7.5 2.9 4.6

Total 20.1 10.6 9.5
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Fixed	asset	investment	property

The fixed asset figure of £2,100.0k relates to 
the Riverlight property. As an investment 
property, a revaluation has been performed 
at the year-end, which showed no change 
in the market value.

Fixed	asset	investments

Investments are stated at the market value 
at the balance sheet date. The proceeds of the 
auction are being invested in tranches and as 
at 31 March 2020 £600k had been placed with 
fund managers. Due to the impact of Covid-19 
the carrying value had fallen to £545k, resulting 
in a paper loss of £55k at the year end. Since 
March, the investment values have recovered 
and in June it was reported that they had 
returned to their original values. There is no 
plan to realise any of these investments in 
the short term so it is hoped that we will be 
reporting a much better position next year.

Current	assets

The bank balance at the year-end was £308.6k, 
with a debtors’ balance of £11.5k, which is made 
up of accrued investment and dividend income, 
and prepayments of building and estate repairs.

Creditors

Creditors due within one year are made up of 
the mortgage repayments due in the coming 
year (£76.3k), trade and other creditors (£28.7k), 
and amounts owing to HMRC for corporation 
tax (£8.4k). 

Amounts falling due after one year are the 
balance on the mortgage (£996.3k) and the loan 
from the IMW to purchase the property (£350k). 

Provision	for	liabilities

This relates to a provision for deferred taxation 
(£33.1k) in respect of the unrealised profit 
on revaluation of the Riverlight property. 
The rate of capital gains tax has increased since 
last year resulting in an increase in the future 
liability although the valuation of the property 
is unchanged.

CONCLUSION

Whist it is disappointing to have to show a loss 
in the accounts for the year, this purely relates 
to the carrying value of investments and is 
unrealised, and furthermore has reversed since 
the year end. Our investment strategy is geared 
to the long term, and I am very grateful to our 
investment officers for all their hard work in 
assessing the most appropriate investments 
for the endowment fund, to ensure that the 
value is maximised for the future.

Laura	Evans	ACA	MW	(UK)

BALANCE	SHEET

A summarised balance sheet is set out below:

2020
£000

Inc/(Dec)	
£000

2019
£000

Fixed	assets

Investment	properties 2,100.0 0.0 2,100.0

Investments 544.6 544.6 0.0

Current	assets 320.2 (642.0) 962.2

Creditors	due	within	one	year (117.1) 24.3 (141.4)

Creditors	due	more	than	one	year (1,296.3) 47.7 (1,344.0)

Provision	for	liabilities (33.1) (3.5) (29.6)

Net	assets 1,518.3 (28.9) 1,547.2

Capital	and	reserves

Profit	and	loss	reserves 1,518.3 (28.9) 1,547.2
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IMW OFFICERS
MEMBERS	OF	COUNCIL

Steve Charters MW, Deputy Vice Chair (France)

Laura Evans MW, Honorary Treasury (UK)

Adrian Garforth MW, Chair up to 
March 2020 (UK)

David Forer MW (Spain)

Lisa Granik MW (US)

Neil Hadley MW, Vice Chair/Acting Chair from 
March 2020 (Australia)

Caroline Hermann MW (US)

Justin Howard-Sneyd MW (UK)

Natasha Hughes MW (UK)

Caro Maurer MW (Germany)

Rod Smith MW (France)

Cathy van Zyl MW (South Africa)

Ex-officio	members

Adrian Garforth MW, IMW Interim Executive 
Director (UK)

Jean-Michel Valette MW, Chair of Education and 
Exam Board (US)

EXECUTIVE	TEAM	

Sarah Bradshaw, Australasia Administrator

Angus Brook, Education Officer

John Callaghan, Education Support Officer

Olivier Chapman, Head of Study Programme 
and Development up to December 2019

Charlotte Dean, Finance Assistant

Belinda Eaton, Events Officer

Adrian Garforth MW, Interim Executive 
Director from December 2019 (UK)

Daleen Halford, Finance Manager

Robyn Harris, Support Officer

Sarah Harrison, Head of Study Programme 
and Development from February 2020

Nancy Johnson, North America Administrator

Sarah Kirkpatrick, Head of Marketing, 
Communications and Membership

Patrick O’Reilly, Exam and Research 
Paper Officer

Luke Stephen, Office Coordinator

Kara Tonitto, Marketing and 
Communications Officer

IMWNA	BOARD	OF	DIRECTORS	

Charles Curtis MW (US)

Mary Ewing Mulligan MW (US)

Mary Gorman-McAdams MW (US)

Lisa Granik MW (US)

Timothy Marson MW (US)

Eugene Mlynczyk MW (Canada)

Igor Ryjenkov MW (Canada)

Sheri Sauter Morano MW, President (US)

Bree Stock MW (US)

Mark de Vere MW (US)

Ex-officio

Adrian Garforth MW, IMW (UK)

Non-voting	directors

Andre R. Jaglom, Legal Counsel

GOVERNANCE	COMMITTEE

Steve Charters MW, Chair (France)

Sarah Jane Evans MW (UK)

Lisa Granik MW (US)

Neil Hadley MW (Australia)

Caroline Hermann MW (US)

EDUCATION	AND	EXAM	BOARD

Victoria Burt MW (UK)

Adrian Garforth MW, IMW (UK)

Sarah Harrison, IMW

John Hoskins MW (UK)

Caro Maurer MW (Germany)

Debra Meiburg MW (Hong Kong)

Dr. Simon Rofe, External Examiner

Jean-Michel Valette MW, Chair (US)

Co-opted	members	2019-2020

Nova Cadamatre MW (US)

Emma Symington MW (UK)

Fongyee Walker MW (China)

ADMISSIONS	COMMITTEE	

Angus Brook, IMW

Matthew Forster MW (UK)

Mary Gorman-McAdams MW (US)

Sarah Harrison, IMW

Caro Maurer MW, Chair (Germany)

Debra Meiburg MW (Hong Kong)

Ying Tan MW (Singapore)

EDUCATION	COMMITTEE	

Victoria Burt MW (UK) 

Barbara Boyle MW (Ireland)

Michelle Cherutti-Kowal MW (UK)

Amy Christine MW (US)

James Davis MW (UK)

Alison Eisermann Ctercteko MW (Australia)

Mary Gorman-McAdams MW (US)

Sarah Harrison, IMW

Eric Hemer MW (US)

Richard Hemming MW (Singapore)

Natasha Hughes MW (UK)

Tim Jackson MW (UK)

Adam Lapierre MW (US)

Mary Margaret McCamic MW (US)

Debra Meiburg MW, Chair (Hong Kong)

Andrea Pritzker MW (Australia)

Edward Ragg MW (China)

Philip Reedman MW (Australia)

Sheri Sauter Morano MW (US)

Rod Smith MW (France)

Matthew Stubbs MW (UK)

Stephen Wong MW (New Zealand)

EXAM	COMMITTEE	

John Hoskins MW, Chair and Chief 
Examiner (UK)

Beverley Blanning MW, Theory Chair (UK)

Sarah Harrison, IMW

Peter Marks MW, Practical Chair (US)

Patrick O’Reilly, IMW

Dr Simon Rofe, External Examiner

Neil Tully MW, Shadow Chief Examiner (UK)

RESEARCH	PAPER	COMMITTEE

Victoria Burt MW (UK)

Sarah Harrison, IMW

John Hoskins MW, Chief Examiner (UK)

Emma Jenkins MW, Research Paper 
Coordinator (New Zealand)

Patrick O’Reilly, IMW

Stephen Skelton MW, Chair (UK)

Emma Symington MW, Research Paper 
Coordinator (UK)

Neil Tully MW, Shadow Chief Examiner (UK)

We also include our immense gratitude 
here for the unsung heroes of the IMW who 
have to remain anonymous – the stage one 
assessment examiners and moderators, 
those who developed and marked the 
stage one petition process and the theory, 
practical and research paper examiners.
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EUROPE	EVENTS	COMMITTEE	

Pedro Ballesteros Torres MW (Belgium)

Richard Bampfield MW (UK)

Mark Bingley MW, Chair up to 
December 2019 (UK)

Belinda Eaton, IMW

Adrian Garforth MW, IMW (UK)

Robin Kick MW (Switzerland)

Sarah Kirkpatrick, IMW

Regine Lee MW (UK)

Anne McHale MW, Chair from January 2020 (UK)

Annette Scarfe MW (Singapore)

Emma Symington MW (UK)

NORTH	AMERICA		
EVENTS	COMMITTEE	

Joel Butler MW (US)

Dilek Caner MW (US)

Amy Christine MW (US)

Charles Curtis MW (US)

Doug Frost MW (US)

Lisa Granik MW (US)

Nancy Johnson, IMW

Timothy Marson MW, Chair (US)

Sheri Sauter Morano MW (US)

Mark de Vere MW (US)

DIVERSITY,	INCLUSION	AND	
TRANSFORMATION	COMMITTEE

Edouard Baijot MW (France)

Lynne Coyle MW (Ireland)

Adrian Garforth MW, IMW (UK)

Lisa Granik MW, Co-Chair (US)

Sarah Kirkpatrick, IMW

Tom Parker MW (UK)

Bree Stock MW (US)

Stephen Wong MW, Co-Chair (New Zealand)

Cathy van Zyl MW (South Africa)

MEMBERSHIP	COMMITTEE

Nova Cadamatre MW (US)
Justin Howard-Sneyd MW, Chair (UK) 

Sarah Kirkpatrick, IMW

Caro Maurer MW (Germany)

Michael Palij MW (UK)

TRIPS	COMMITTEE

Beverley Blanning MW (UK)

Belinda Eaton, IMW

Patrick Farrell MW (US)

Adrian Garforth MW, IMW (UK)

Philip Goodband MW (US)

Lisa Granik MW (US)

Sarah Kirkpatrick, IMW
Konstantinos Lazarakis MW, Chair (Greece) 

Ying Tan MW (Singapore)

Dirceu Vianna Junior MW (UK)

CELLAR	MASTER

Jennifer Docherty MW (Hong Kong) 
up to February 2020

Natasha Hughes MW (UK) from March 2020

MASTERS	OF	WINE	
ENDOWMENT	COMPANY
Board	of	directors
Michael Brajkovich MW (New Zealand) 

Steve Charters MW (France)

Laura Evans MW, Chair (UK)

Philip Goodband MW (US)

Pierpaolo Petrassi MW (UK)

Ex-officio	members
Adrian Garforth MW, IMW (UK) 
Investment	officers

Philip Harden MW (UK)

Andy Howard MW (UK)

Hugo Rose MW (UK)
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VINCENT	LARVAN	MW	
25	October	1923	to	5	October	2019	

Vincent Larvan became an MW in 1957 and at age 95 was the oldest Master of 
Wine, celebrating that fact with us in April 2017, when he officially opened the new 
headquarters in London. In November 2017 we honoured his 60th year as an MW 
at the annual awards ceremony. Vincent served in the Royal Navy in World War II 
and in 2016 received the decoration of a chevalier from the Legion d’Honneur for 
his role in the D-Day landings. From 1946-1983 Vincent held various executive 
positions in Bass plc. He was a former chairman of the then Wine and Spirit Trades’ 
Benevolent Society and former master, at the Worshipful Company of Distillers. 
Vincent helped incorporate the IMW in Companies House, and like so many of the 
earlier members put in place the structure that helped make the IMW develop into 
the organisation it is today.

MICHAEL	BROADBENT	MW
2	May	1927	to	17	March	2020	

Born in Yorkshire in 1927, Michael studied architecture at Bartlett School of 
Architecture, University College London before joining the Royal Artillery where he 
was second lieutenant from 1945 to 1948. He joined Laytons Wine Merchants as a 
trainee in 1952 where his wine career started. After a two year stint at Saccone & 
Speed, Michael joined John Harvey & Sons Ltd Bristol in 1955. He was initially in 
charge of the North region both in shops and marketing, before becoming a director 
and finally the UK sales director. Michael passed the MW exam in 1960, and a few 
years later he joined Christie’s in July 1966 where he created their first specialised 
wine department. He was responsible for starting Christie’s wine auctions, which 
he conducted worldwide. Until 1992 he was the senior director of Christie’s 
wine department, and he remained a senior consultant with the firm until 2009. 
He was chair of the IMW in 1970. A wine writer and critic, Michael produced 
an extraordinary amount of tasting notes from his life in wine which are widely 
available to read. He published many books, including Michael Broadbent’s Wine 
Tasting and The Great Vintage Wine Book. 

LIZ	BERRY	MW	
16	August	1949	to	14	April	2020

Liz’s wine story began at Vince Food and Wine Group (Europa Foods) where she 
worked as their wine buyer. She embarked on her wine studies during this period 
and was awarded the Mercier Scholarship for the WSET Diploma and went on to 
pass the MW exam in 1980. The following year, Liz and her husband Mike opened 
a fine wine shop in central London, La Vigneronne. MWs of a certain age will always 
be indebted to Liz who regularly hosted Saturday morning tasting sessions at La 
Vigneronne. The shop won many awards over the years, including mentions in 
Wine International, as Independent Wine Merchant of the year for London and 
south-east England, one of Which? wine guide’s top merchants for London, and 
in Courvoisier Book of the Best, as one of the best wine merchants in the world. 
Liz and Mike moved to France full time at the end of 1994 and sold La Vigneronne 
in 2003 to focus on sourcing wine from Languedoc-Roussillon for the UK market. 
Over the years Liz was involved in the MW study programme and was a member 
of the education committee. She was a judge for Decanter, South African Airways, 
and wrote two books, The Wines of Alsace and The Wines of Languedoc-Roussillon. 
Before joining the wine trade Liz was a classical-guitar teacher.

ROBIN	BLACKBURNE	MW
28	August	1933	to	31	July	2020

Robin was born and educated in England and developed an early passion for 
wine. He studied oenology at Bordeaux University, and after spending a year 
across France and Spain, he went back to Bordeaux to complete his wine trade 
‘stage’. Robin returned to England to join Saccone & Speed where he spent nearly 
ten years. During that decade he visited every vineyard region of France, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy and Germany. In 1962 Robin moved to Bermuda to found the Bristol 
Cellar which he headed for 25 years, and in 1987 he established Robin Blackburne 
Ltd (International Wine Consultants). Many members may know that Robin invented 
and designed the ViniCool, the vacuum-operated, water-free regulator of wine 
bottle temperatures. You may not know that he also created the Blackburne Tennis 
Racquet – ‘using double-strung racket technology that eliminates frame shots 
and provides superior comfort for tennis players of all levels’. Robin judged and 
lectured throughout the USA and Europe, wrote regular articles for magazines and 
is the author of a collection of comic verse. Indeed, when Robin was celebrated at 
the annual awards ceremony in November 2019, in honour of his 60 years as an 
MW, he could not attend the ceremony but sent a verse to read on his behalf.

OBITUARIES

READ THE FULL VERSIONS OF THESE OBITUARIES,
INCLUDING TRIBUTES FROM MWS AND ROBIN’S
POEM ABOUT THE MW EXAM BY CLICKING HERE
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PRINCIPAL	SUPPORTERS
• Austrian Wine Marketing Board

• AXA Millésimes

• Constellation Brands

• Madame Bollinger Foundation

• Waitrose & Partners

MAJOR	SUPPORTERS
• Dourthe

• E. & J. Gallo Winery

• Istituto Grandi Marchi

• Jackson Family Wines

• Riedel

• Ste. Michelle Wine Estates

• Taransaud Tonnellerie

• Wine Institute

SUPPORTERS
• Le Conseil des Grands Crus Classés en 1855

• Estates & Wines

• Familia Torres

• Gonzàlez Byass

• Grupo Rioja

• Hatch Mansfield

• Lallemand

• MACH Flynt, Inc./DC Flynt MW Selections

• Maison Louis Latour

• Primum Familiae Vini

• Santa Rita Estates

• Silicon Valley Bank

• Südtirol/Alto Adige Wines

• Swiss Wine

• Symington Family Estates

• Trentodoc

• Villa Maria Group

• The Vintners’ Company
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