
 
MARKERS’ REPORT – FIRST YEAR ASSESSMENT 2015 
 
Each June, ‘First Year’ MW candidates are required to sit an ‘in person’ assessment 
in one of the three locations supported by the Institute (Australasia, North America 
and Europe). This Assessment comprises a 12-wine Practical paper and a two-
essay Theory paper. The papers are marked by a small team of MW markers co-
ordinated by the Education Committee. 
 
The following brief report has been prepared to provide MW candidates with an 
overview of the comments made by the markers on the areas requiring 
improvement. Very many positive comments and observations were also made, but 
it is hoped that these constructive observations will assist candidates identify areas 
of weakness, so that they can plan to overcome these.  
 
Practical Paper: 
 
Identification – variety and origin – is by far the area of biggest weakness. 
Candidates must not only become more familiar with the classic wine production 
regions and countries (such as Bordeaux, Rhône, Chianti etc), they must taste more 
broadly to include up-and-coming regions or countries in Europe, producers from the 
southern hemisphere, and the full spectrum of sweet, sparkling and fortified wines 
available. 
 
Timing, too, is a major issue, with many candidates leaving questions unanswered. 
Fortunately, this weakness can easily be overcome if the candidate devises a 
strategy and has the discipline to stick to it and practice it under exam conditions.  
 
There are other areas where candidates must work on exam technique. For 
instance, they often drew conclusions without backing these up with evidence from 
the glass. In addition, many answers were poorly structured. This is not an issue if 
the answer is correct and the candidate is referring to the wine in the glass. But, if 
the candidate is incorrect and not making clear deductions, it only serves to heighten 
the impression that the candidate is struggling. More candidates therefore need to 
think about ways that they can incorporate ‘funnelling’ successfully into their 
answers.  It isn’t necessary for every wine/answer – but there are times when it can 
be helpful – especially when a candidate isn’t certain what a wine is. 
 
Finally, the markers were relatively pleased with the accuracy of candidates’ quality 
assessments but stressed that every candidate struggled with this, to a lesser or 
greater degree (be it for just one wine, within a flight, or across the paper). 
Candidates need to make sure that they answer questions about quality within the 
context of region of origin, where applicable. 



 
 
Theory Paper:  
 
The most common remark made by markers with respect to the Theory exam was 
the lack of critical thinking and analysis exhibited in these papers. It is important to 
realise that, within the Master of Wine examination, many questions do not seek to 
just test a candidate’s knowledge of a particular subject. Candidates are also 
required to share an opinion, or make a value judgement. It isn’t enough, for 
example to simply state, or describe, what a particular producer does in one region, 
but this information needs to be used analytically and be part of an overall larger 
argument.   Candidates must continue to work hard at developing this particular skill 
as it is vital for passing the Master of Wine Examination. 
 
Markers also noted that not enough examples were quoted in the answers. In 
particular, there was a lack of relevant examples, and too few examples that 
demonstrated a global perspective. Masters of Wine are expected to have this global 
perspective so it is crucial that candidates travel and read widely to build up their 
bank of examples. 
 
Unfortunately, there were a number of candidates who did not answer the question 
being asked, and there were several who failed to complete their essays. These two 
issues can be overcome with if the candidate is willing to develop a strategy and 
practice that strategy under exam conditions. 
 
Finally, several candidates have still not given sufficient thought to expression and 
essay style. An essay is not simply a list of everything a candidate knows about a 
subject, nor a collection of sentences randomly connected. There are several right 
ways to write an essay; candidates who struggle with this must explore options to 
overcome the difficulty, be it reading up on the topic, completing an online course or 
engaging with an instructor. 
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